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                   10th July  2020 

Dear Councillor,    
    
Notice is hereby given of a meeting of the PLANNING COMMITTEE to be held remotely in accordance with 
The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and 
Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020, on 
 

MONDAY 20th JULY 2020 AT 6.30PM 
 

when the business set out below is proposed to be transacted: 
 

                                                   AGENDA 
 

1. Apologies for absence. 
2. Declarations of Interest. 
3. To receive and confirm the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 22nd June 

2020. 
4. To receive and consider planning applications received from Buckinghamshire Council since the 

last meeting of the Committee and any planning applications and comments delegated to the 
Ward Members and Chairman of the Committee and to note previous planning comments 
submitted. Plans are available for inspection on Buckinghamshire Council’s website.  
https://www.buckscc.gov.uk/services/environment/planning/view-planning-applications/ 

5. To receive and consider decision notices received from Buckinghamshire Council since the last 
meeting of the Committee. 

6. Information Items 
 
 
 

         Yours sincerely, 

    
                        Bill Richards 

                 Town Clerk 
Publication Date: 10th July 2020 
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CHESHAM TOWN COUNCIL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 20TH JULY 2020 

 
1) PL/20/1788/KA      Germains Lodge, 83 Fullers Hill  Chesham   ST MARY'S 

Description: G1 - five Lawson cypress- raise canopies on Germains Lodge side to approximately 6m; T1 - Norway maple - removal of two lowest 
branches on Germains Lodge side (Chesham Conservation area) 

 

2) PL/20/1669/FA      12 Larks Rise  Chesham        WATERSIDE  

Description: Single storey rear extension and garage conversion to habitable accommodation. 
 

3) PL/20/1663/FA      Land at 4-6 Broad Street  Chesham    TOWNSEND  

Description: The construction of a three storey block containing 9 flats 
 

4) PL/20/1822/SA      33 Manor Way  Chesham     HILLTOP  

Description: Certificate of lawfulness for two proposed outbuildings in rear garden 
 

5) PL/20/1787/FA      2C Penn Avenue  Chesham     LOWNDES  

Description: Replacement windows, doors, and roof to an existing conservatory using the existing base and foundations. 
 

6) PL/20/1755/FA      Brockhurst Farm, 161 Lye Green Road  Chesham  HILLTOP  

Description: Demolition of timber and glass lean-to extension to rear of farmhouse, erection of a single storey utility room extension in the same 
location but of an increased footprint. 

 

7) PL/20/1756/HB      Brockhurst Farm, 161 Lye Green Road  Chesham  HILLTOP  

Description: Demolition of timber and glass lean-to extension to rear of farmhouse, erection of a single storey utility room extension in the same 
location but of an increased footprint. 

 

 

 



 

CHESHAM TOWN COUNCIL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 20TH JULY 2020 

 
8) PL/20/1744/FA      50 Gladstone Road  Chesham     TOWNSEND 

Description: Part ground floor part first floor rear extension 
 

9) PL/20/1526/FA      131 Hivings Hill  Chesham     ASHERIDGE VALE 

Description: Demolition of existing dwelling and garage and erection of a new dwelling and detached garage 
 

10) PL/20/1920/FA      20 Cheyne Walk  Chesham     TOWNSEND  

Description: Demolition of existing single storey garage to side and single storey rear extension. Erection of a new part two storey side 
extension, single storey rear extension and front porch extension. 

 

11) PL/20/1914/SA      188 Chartridge Lane  Chesham     LOWNDES  

Description: Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed replacement outbuilding to rear. 
 

12) PL/20/1867/FA      33 Manor Way  Chesham     HILLTOP  

Description: Part ground floor rear infill extension, with part first floor rear extension. Replacement/alterations of windows to the front, side and 
rear elevations. 

 

13) PL/20/1836/SA      42 West View  Chesham     HILLTOP  

Description: Certifcate of Lawfulness for proposed loft conversion with hip to gable and flat roof rear dormer. 
 

14) PL/20/1794/FA      Chesham Valeting ltd. Cameron Road  Chesham  NEWTOWN  

Description: Conversion of existing building into 4 flats and 2 comercial units. 
 

 

 

 



 

CHESHAM TOWN COUNCIL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 20TH JULY 2020 

 
15) PL/20/1757/FA      36 Lowndes Avenue  Chesham     LOWNDES 

Description: Construction of new detached dwelling to the rear of 36 Lowndes Avenue with a new vehicular and pedestrian access from Stanley 
Avenue. 

 

16) PL/20/1732/FA      165 Asheridge Road  Chesham     ASHERIDGE VALE 

Description: Erection of a new residential dwelling (dwelling G) with the provision of car and cycle parking, bin storage and landscaping 
 

17) PL/20/1864/HB      Lords Mill, Moor Road  Chesham    WATERSIDE  

Description: Listed Building Consent for: The renovation and refurbishment of the Grade II listed Lords Mill Cottage and adjacent timber framed 
barn structures. The demolition of ancillary shed structures to the rear and the conversion of the existing barn structures into 4 no. 
residential dwellings with rooflights, car parking and landscaping. 

18) PL/20/1646/FA      Lords Mill, Moor Road  Chesham    WATERSIDE  

Description: The renovation and refurbishment of the Grade II listed Lords Mill Cottage and adjacent timber framed barn structures. The 
demolition of ancillary shed structures to the rear and the conversion of the existing barn structures into 4 no. residential dwellings 
with rooflights, car parking and landscaping. 

 

19) PL/20/19238/SA     34 Nutkins Way  Chesham     VALE  

Description: Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed detached outbuilding to rear. 
 

20) PL/20/1940/TP      9 Barnes Avene  Chesham     TOWNSEND  

Description: Lime - Crown lifting and removal of base growth and epicormic growth from ground level up to 6-7.5 metres - protected by a Tree 
Preservation Order. 

 

21) PL/20/1909/FA      148 Chartridge Lane  Chesham     LOWNDES  

Description: Part two strorey,  part single storey side and rear extensions, two storey front extension with canopy over porch, alterations to 
fenestration and doors and demolition of existing garage. 

 

 



 

CHESHAM TOWN COUNCIL PLANNING APPLICATIONS 20TH JULY 2020 

 
22) PL/20/1647/SA       4 Upper Gladstone Road  Chesham   TOWNSEND 

Description: Certificate of lawfulness for a proposed loft conversion 
 

23) PL/20/1858/AV       18 High Street  Chesham    ST MARY'S  

Description: 1 x internally illuminated fascia sign, 1 x internally illuminated projecting sign 
 

24) PL/20/1859/HB       18 High Street  Chesham    ST MARY'S  

Description: Listed Building Consent for : 1 x internally illuminated fascia sign, 1 x internally illuminated projecting sign 
  
 



 

CHESHAM TOWN COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS 20TH JULY 2020 

1) PL/19/4360/SA       156 Bellingdon Road  Chesham    ASHERIDGE VALE 

Description: Application for a Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed:Single storey rear extensions and a loft conversion 
Comments: The Committee has no comments on the application. 
Decision: Cert of Law for Proposed dev or use issued 

2) PL/20/0692/FA       46 Gladstone Road  Chesham    TOWNSEND  

Description: Garage to rear of garden 
Comments: The Committee has no comments on the application. 
Decision: Conditonal Permission 

3) PL/20/0994/FA       2 Treachers Close  Chesham    LOWNDES  

Description: Replace an existing flat roof with a pitched roof. 
Comments: The Committee has NO OBJECTIONS to this application. 
Decision: Withdrawn 

4) PL/20/1087FA       81 Goose Acre  Chesham    HILLTOP  

Description: Single story rear extension and garage conversion, addition of roof lights to existing lean to roof at the front elevation and widening 
of existing vehicular access. 

Comments: The Committee has no comments on this application. 
Decision: Conditional Permission 

5) PL/20/0465/FA  J. Nettleton Assoc.Chartered Building Surveyors 4 Highfield Road  Chesham   
 VALE  

Description: Two storey front extension with entrance porch, single storey rear extension (amendment to planning permission PL/18/3124/FA) 
Comments: The Committee has NO OBJECTIONS to this application 
Decision: Conditional Permission 

6) PL/20/1044/FA       41, Treachers Close  Chesham    LOWNDES  

Description: Conversion of garage into habitable accommodation and side infill/side extension 
Comments: The Committee  has NO OBJECTIONS to this application 
Decision: Conditional Permission 

 

 



 

CHESHAM TOWN COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS 20TH JULY 2020 

7) PL/20/1120/VRC      Millets, 35 High Street  Chesham   ST MARY'S  

Description: Variation of condition 3 of planning permission CH/2017/2330/FA (First and second floor rear extension to create two Flats)to allow 
for a larger extension. 

Comments: The Committee has no comments on this application 
Decision: Conditonal Permission 

8) PL/20/1136/SA       188 Chartridge Lane  Chesham    LOWNDES 

Description: Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed replacement single storey outbuilding in rear garden. 
Comments: The Committee has no additional information in respect to this application but query the rationale for this application 
Decision: Withdrawn 

9) PL/20/1250/SA       23 Lowndes Avenue  Chesham    LOWNDES  

Description: Application for a certifcate of Lawfulness for proposed extension of vehicular access. 
Comments: The Committee has no additional information in respect to this application 
Decision: Cert of law for proposed dev or use issued 

10) PL/20/1241/FA       Whipsiderry, Hawthorn Way  Chesham   HILLTOP  

Description: Creation of first floor accommodation, roof alterations to inculde rear dormer and new roof lights to the front elevation. 
Comments: The Committee raises its concern that elements of the development  will be out of keeping with the existing street scene. 
Decision: Conditional Permission 

11) PL/20/1247/FA       42 Lowndes Avenue  Chesham    LOWNDES  

Description: Garage conversion with bay window and new open porch to front. 
Comments: The Copmmittee has NO OBJECTIONS to this application. 
Decision: Conditional Permission 

12) PL/20/1268/VRC      212 Chartridge Lane  Chesham    LOWNDES  

Description: Vairation of conditions 4 & 17 of planning permission PL/19/3006/FA (Two storey rear extension to 212 Chartridge Lane, and the 
construction of two detached dwellings to land to rear of, and adjacent to 212 Chartridge Lane. Provison of associated vehicular 

Comments: The Committee raises its concern that the extension will affect the efficiency and effectiveness of the solar power panels located at 
216 and request that this oversadowing issue be part of an Impact  Assessment. 

Decision: Conditional Permission 

 



 

CHESHAM TOWN COUNCIL PLANNING DECISIONS 20TH JULY 2020 

13) PL/20/1258/FA       106 Lye Green Road  Chesham    HILLTOP  

Description: Single storey rear/side orangery and an additional door to side elevation 
Comments: The Committee raises its concern over the proximity of the orangery to the boundary and the potential for being overlooking. 
Decision: Conditional Permission 

14) PL/20/1371/FA       182 Bellingdon Road  Chesham    ASHERIDGE VALE 

Description: Single storey rear extension and porch infill extension. 
Comments: The Committee has NO OBJECTIONS to this application. 
Decision: Conditional Permission 

15) PL/20/1545/FA       4 Bois Moor Road  Chesham    WATERSIDE 

Description: Two storey rear extension, single storey front extension, alterations/additional windows/door to side elevation and alterations to 
outbuilding to front and rear elevations 

Comments: The Committee has NO OBJECTIONS to this application. 
Decision: Conditional Permission  
 



CHESHAM TOWN COUNCIL 

 

INFORMATION SHEET FOR COUNCILLORS TO THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING OF 

THE 20th JULY 2020  

 

 

 

1. Prior Notification – 112 Broad Street.  

 

Prior Notification under Class M of Part 3, Schedule 2 of the Town and Country Planning 

(General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 – Change of Use from Retail 

(A1) to 1 residential unit (Use Class C3) flat. 

 

 

 

 

 



Buckinghamshire Council Planning Enforcement  

 

Planning Enforcement and Monitoring Plan 

1. Overview 

1.1 An effective planning enforcement service plays a key role in upholding the 
integrity of the planning process and provides an important contribution to 
maintaining public confidence in the planning system. 

1.2 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) therefore encourages Local 
Planning Authorities to publish a local enforcement plan to appropriately manage 
planning enforcement matters in their area. 

1.3 Buckinghamshire Council has decided to adopt a Local Enforcement and 
Monitoring Plan to set an overview of the service and an understanding of the 
planning enforcement function within the overall planning service. 

1.4 This plan sets out the way in which Buckinghamshire Council will investigate 
alleged breaches of planning control and how our decisions on formal enforcement 
action will be made. 

2. Background 

2.1 As the local planning authority, Buckinghamshire Council, has a duty to 
investigate reports of alleged breaches of planning control and the discretion to take 
formal enforcement action where appropriate. 

2.2 As a new planning authority, it is important to ensure the seamless 
amalgamation of the legacy enforcement services to provide a single enforcement 
service. This document provides a single service approach to planning enforcement 
across the whole of the new area. 

2.3 Buckinghamshire Council aims to provide an efficient and effective planning 
enforcement service that is focused on protecting its area against harmful 
development in a way that is clear, consistent and proportionate. 

2.3 The council also has the requirement to monitor mineral and landfill permissions 
and a duty to ensure that appropriate periodic inspections of waste sites are carried 
out. 

3. The purpose and aim of the planning enforcement service 

3.1 The purpose of the planning enforcement service is to investigate alleged 
breaches of planning control, taking enforcement action where appropriate. The aim 
of the service is to remedy planning harm being caused by breaches of planning 
control. 



3.2 To undertake works without first obtaining planning permission is not a criminal 
offence and the planning legislation specifically allows for the submission of planning 
applications for development already undertaken. In this respect, the enforcement of 
planning control does not therefore seek to punish people for undertaking works 
without first obtaining planning permission. The key consideration in deciding 
whether to take formal enforcement action is, if a planning application had been 
submitted, would that application have been refused or only granted with conditions. 

4. Investigation of alleged breaches of planning control - what you can expect 

4.1 The council investigates a variety of alleged breaches of planning control. Such 
breaches may include unauthorised building works, changes of use, breaches of 
planning conditions, unlawful works to trees and hedgerows. Issues that we are 
unable to investigate include party wall matters, fly-tipping, graffiti, noise concerns, 
building site health and safety concerns etc. More information about what we can 
and cannot investigate can be found on the council webpages together with relevant 
details of the relevant service, department or authority. You will also find information 
on how to report a breach of planning control and what information we need from 
you to pursue an investigate the matter. 

4.2 Upon receipt of a report of an alleged breach of planning control we will 
undertake an informal triage process to ascertain if the report is a planning matter 
and/or if the matter requires further investigation. The triage process may include: 

 determining if it is a planning matter 

 identifying if it is permitted development 

 researching the planning history of the site 

 identifying any special designations or constraints, for example, listed buildings 

 searching other council data or publicly held information 

 contacting the person responsible for the alleged breach to discuss the works 
being undertaken 

4.3 If the matter reported is not a council issue or if no alleged breach of planning 
control is identified, then the reporter will be notified accordingly and the planning 
enforcement service will take no further action. 

4.4 Where the matter being raised falls within another council service area the 
reporter will be advised accordingly and their concerns and details will be forwarded 
on as appropriate for further investigation. Alternatively, the reporter will be 
signposted to the relevant service area to pursue the matter directly. 

4.4 Once a decision is made regarding further investigation, the matter will be logged 
on the council’s database accordingly and given an appropriate level of priority. 
There are two priority levels which are set out in table 1 below and are determined 
by the type of breach reported. 

5. Enforcement priorities 



5.1 In order for us to make best use of our resources, alleged breaches of planning 
control are prioritised in accordance with the planning harm caused by the alleged 
breach. This enables the us to ensure that the most harmful cases are quickly 
investigated and actioned accordingly. The priority given to a case may be subject to 
change as the matter is investigated. 

5.2 All valid reports of breaches of planning control will be logged on the council’s 
database, acknowledged and investigated to an appropriate level. 

5.3 Investigation priorities are split in 2 categories, priority A and priority B. 

Priority A 

We will undertake an initial investigation including a site visit, if necessary, within 1 
working day for: 

 unauthorised works to listed buildings 

 unauthorised works to protected trees or hedgerows 

 breaches of planning control that could cause serious or irreversible harm 

 breaches of conditions that likely to cause significant harm to amenity, living 
conditions, trees, wildlife, ecology, archaeology, or heritage assets 

Priority B 

We will undertake an initial investigation including a site visit, if necessary, within 10 
working days for alleged breaches of planning in relation to all other building works 
not covered by those described in priority A. This includes: 

 non-compliance with pre-commencement conditions that do not fall into priority A 

 advertisements, fences, walls, satellite dishes, most householder type breaches of 
control 

 alleged unauthorised mineral and waste developments 

5.4 The council will, if necessary, undertake a site visit and will do so in accordance 
with the timescales set out in the priorities table above. 

5.5 We will provide an update to interested parties on the investigation at key points 
as identified in the ‘Customer Experience Path’ at appendix 1. Key points include 
when formal action is taken or if a planning application or appeal is submitted. 
However, if in the meantime, if you require an update on the investigation then we 
can be contacted via the contact details on your acknowledgement letter/email or 
through the details in the council’s website. 

5.6 Investigations into alleged breaches of planning control often overlap with other 
legislation enforced by other public bodies/council departments such as 
Environmental Health, the Environment Agency, Building Control and Housing. 
Where an activity does not fall within the remit of the council’s planning enforcement 
service to investigate, the investigating officer will advise the reporter accordingly 
and with details of the relevant investigative authority (where possible). Sometimes 



the responsibilities of two or more authorities may overlap and in these situations we 
will seek to work with those other agencies to remedy the breach(es) occurring. 
Where appropriate the officer will take details from the reporter and forward such 
details to the relevant team, in accordance with the council’s privacy notice. 

5.7 We will communicate planning enforcement successes via a number of 
communication channels. We may seek to use our relationships with town and 
parish councils and Community Boards to advertise where the team has successfully 
resolved breaches of planning control as well as using local press releases and 
social media platforms when appropriate. 

6. Investigation and assessment of the breach of planning control 

6.1 The council will investigate the alleged breach of planning control. 

6.2 Where a breach of planning control has occurred the we will consider the 
planning merits of the development being undertaken, taking into account national 
and local planning policies, and will decide on the most appropriate of action. 

6.3 When making that decision we will take into consideration the public interest and 
the expediency of formal enforcement action. 

7. Investigation outcomes 

7.1 Once the investigation is concluded it could result in a number of different 
outcomes. These are outlined below: 

7.1.1 No breach established. The reported matter has not occurred, has ceased, or 
is outside of planning control. 

7.1.2 The development is immune from enforcement action. Breaches of planning 
control become immune from enforcement action if they have existed for a certain 
period of time. View more information about the time periods for immunity. Note: 
There is no period of immunity for unlawful works to a Listed Building. 

7.1.3 A breach planning control has occurred but causes no planning harm. The fact 
that a breach of planning control has occurred does not automatically mean that 
formal action will be taken. Some breaches of planning control are minor and 
therefore cause limited or no planning harm (i.e. if an application were to be 
submitted it would be unconditionally approved). In these instances, the council will 
use its discretion not to take further action as it would not serve a useful purpose or 
be a good use of our resources to do so. We will however advise the offender of the 
breach of planning control advising that planning permission is required for the works 
undertaken and of their right to regularise the development retrospectively under 
Section 73A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 

7.1.4 Negotiation to find a solution. Resolving breaches of planning control can take 
a long time, particularly when taking formal enforcement action. The amount of time 
it takes to resolve a breach of planning control very much depends on the severity of 
the breach combined with the actions and/or reactions of the land 



owner(s)/occupier(s). Negotiations can often lead to a quicker resolution and to a 
better overall outcome. Where appropriate we will seek to negotiate with the 
owner/occupier and will consider options to address the planning harm resulting from 
the breach. The negotiation process may involve works being undertaken to remedy 
breaches of planning control to bring a development in line with permitted 
development rights or involve the submission of a retrospective planning application. 

7.1.5 Invite a Retrospective Planning Application. Upon investigating a breach of 
planning control, officers will consider the likelihood of planning permission being 
granted for the development upon application. Where appropriate, we will invite the 
submission of a planning application in an attempt to regularise the breach of 
planning control. In determining the application, the council could impose conditions 
on the planning permission to address the harm being caused by the unauthorised 
development and/or in order for the council to retain control of the development. This 
approach allows the planning merits of the development to be fully and openly 
considered. Applications for retrospective planning permission are considered in the 
same way as those for proposed development. The council may, where it is 
appropriate and reasonable to do so, suspend any formal enforcement action whilst 
a retrospective planning application is being considered. However, where 
appropriate, the council will not allow the application process to unreasonably delay 
enforcement proceedings. 

7.1.6 Formal Enforcement Action. Almost all formal enforcement action is based on 
planning merits and can therefore only be taken where the development fails to meet 
the aims of the National and Local Plan Policies. In some cases, it will be necessary 
for the council to take formal enforcement action against a breach of planning 
control. Formal enforcement action will be taken where it is reasonable and justified 
to do so. Such scenarios may include: 

 where negotiation has failed to resolve the breach of planning control occurring 

 where a breach of planning control has a serious harmful impact that it requires 
formal action 

All enforcement action follows an investigation and will be taken in accordance with 
the scheme of delegation. 

7.1.7 How will we deal with the most serious types of breach of planning control? We 
will use all resources available to investigate alleged breaches of planning control. 
Serious breaches of control will be strictly enforced, but particularly where those 
breaches have a significant detrimental impact on living conditions, the local area, or 
where the breach has the potential to cause irreversible harm. In such cases, the 
council will use all the tools available to remedy the harm being caused. In some 
instances, the council may decide that the breach of planning control is so serious 
that it warrants immediate cessation. The council may therefore issue a temporary 
stop notice, or an enforcement notice accompanied by a stop notice. Most formal 
notices have a right of appeal either to the Planning Inspectorate or through the 
courts. 

7.1.8 Further Legal action. The failure to comply with the requirements of a formal 
notice is a criminal offence. Where such an offence is committed, the council will 



gather information about the offence, assess that information and decide the best 
course of action. This may be by seeking prosecution proceedings, applying for a 
high court injunction, undertaking works in default (aka direct action) or continue to 
work with the offender to seek a suitable resolution. Where a crime has been 
committed and a successful prosecution has been secured, the council will consider 
whether to make an application under the Proceeds of Crime Act. When deciding on 
the best course of action, the council will assess whether there is sufficient evidence 
to pursue the matter, whether such action is in the public interest and the expediency 
of pursuing the action. 

7.1.9 The breach of planning control has been remedied. A remedy to a breach of 
planning control can occur as a result of one or more of the other outcomes listed 
above. For example, planning permission may have been granted, or the offending 
development has been removed. Nevertheless, in more cases, upon the remedy of a 
breach of planning control the council will close the enforcement case and notify the 
relevant interested parties accordingly. In some case it may be that formal action (ie. 
prosecution or other legal action) may continue beyond the point of the breach being 
remedied. The decision to continue with this action will be made on a case by case 
basis and will be in line with the council's corporate enforcement policy. 

7.2 More information on the approach the council takes to formal action can be found 
in the Buckinghamshire Council Corporate Enforcement Policy. 

8. Proactive monitoring of planning permissions 

8.1 The council offers a mainly reactive planning enforcement service responding to 
alleged breaches of planning control. The council will introduce proactive monitoring 
of key planning conditions on larger development sites and will take enforcement 
action where necessary. 

8.2 Whilst the responsibility to adhere to planning permissions and comply with 
associated conditions lies with those undertaking the development, we recognise the 
importance of addressing harmful breaches of planning control. As a result, where 
possible, the council will use its resources and promote cross department liaison to 
identify breaches of planning control and monitor compliance with conditions 
imposed on planning permissions. 

8.3 The council also has a duty to monitor mineral and waste permissions and we 
will also actively inspect all landfill, mineral and waste sites within Buckinghamshire 
in line with our statutory duties. 

9. Role of the parish and town councils 

9.1 We recognise that parish and town councils can play an important role in the 
provision of an exemplar enforcement service. Town and parish councils have a 
great deal of local knowledge and awareness of activities in their area. We will seek 
their views on the delivery of the service and will engage, where appropriate, on 
enforcement matters. We will notify parish and town council of formal actions taken 
in their area and, where appropriate, will encourage them to aid in the detection of 



breaches of planning control as well as contributing to monitoring developments and 
in the compliance process. 

10. Major infrastructure developments 

10.1 Major infrastructure developments such as HS2 and Highway network works 
etc have their own Act within which they operate. The developments are generally 
enforced by their own internal monitoring team with complaints investigated by a 
commissioner, particularly in relation to HS2. Alleged breaches of planning control 
related to these developments will be investigated accordingly and the enforcement 
team will work with other internal teams as well as external partners to seek as 
resolution. However, such projects are not immune from enforcement action and the 
council will pursue enforcement action against unauthorised development where it is 
appropriate to do so. 

11. Commonly used terms explained 

11.1 If you experience dealings with Buckinghamshire Council as the local planning 
authority, you may hear/read words used such as: discretionary, proportionate and 
expedient. These are explained below: 

11.1.1 Discretionary - there is no statutory requirement for the council to take 
enforcement action against alleged breaches of planning control. Enforcement action 
is based on planning merit which requires a planning judgement as to whether or not 
formal action is appropriate. In some cases, the council may decide that enforcement 
action will not be taken and that an alternative approach is more appropriate (e.g. a 
retrospective application, further negotiation, no further action etc). 

11.1.2 Expedient/Expediency - when assessing whether formal action should be 
taken, the council will ensure that the action is reasonable, proportionate and is in 
the public interest in order to achieve a satisfactory result. The council will consider 
what the effect of formal action will be and if it will have a meaningful outcome. The 
term expedient or expediency in planning enforcement relates to the ‘planning 
balance’ for taking action, not convenience. 

11.1.3 Harm - when considering the expediency and subsequent proportionality of 
formal enforcement action, the council give significant regard to the planning harm 
associated with a breach of planning control. Planning harm is the collective term 
used to describe the negative impacts of a development. 

12. Service provision 

12.1 Everyone (including those reporting an alleged breach and persons suspected 
of a breach) will receive the same standard of courteous and impartial professional 
service at all times. 

12.2 We will hold your personal details in the strictest confidence in line with GDPR 
requirements. 



12.3 Where we identify a breach of planning control the Council will contact the 
owner/occupier and state clearly the alleged breach that has occurred, the options 
available and timescales to resolve it. 

12.4 Throughout the enforcement case, we will be open to meaningful negotiations 
to remedy a breach even after formal action has been commenced. 

13. Anonymous/vexatious/repetitive reports 

13.1 The council will not normally investigate anonymous reports of alleged 
breaches of planning control but retains the discretion to do so. Repetitive or 
vexatious reports will not be investigated. 

14. Review 

14.1 This plan will be reviewed at least every 3 years or following a significant 
change in legislation, national or local policy. 

15. Equality 

15.1 As required as part of the Equality Act 2010 Section 149, in the drafting of this 
plan due regard has been taken of the need to eliminate unlawful discrimination, 
harassment and victimisation and to advance equality of opportunity between 
different groups and foster good relations between different groups. It is not 
considered that the LEMP would conflict with the requirements of the Equality Act 
2010 or the council’s policy on equality. 

16. Enforcement toolkit 

View more information about the types of action available to the council including 
formal notices. 

 

The above planning enforcement and monitoring plan has been copied from the 
Buckinghamshire council Website by BMKALC for information for Parish and Town 
Councils 

 

If you click on the link below you will be able to access further information regarding 
enforcement in each of the old district areas 

https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-
enforcement/ 

 

 


