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Notice is hereby given of a meeting of the COMMUNITY, ASSETS, RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENT
COMMITTEE to be held in the Council Chamber, The Town Hall, Chesham, on
MONDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 2022 AT 7.30PM
when the business set out below is proposed to be transacted:
AGENDA
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Declarations of Interest.
3. To receive and confirm the Minutes of the Community, Assets, Recreation and Environment
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Committee held on 22nd November 2021.
To receive the Minutes of the Impress the Chess Meeting held on 13th January 2022.
To receive the Minutes of the Chesham Environmental Group Meeting held on 18th
November 2021.
Eco Update.
Platinum Jubilee Report.
Market Square Road Closure Report.
Nashleigh Hill Recreation Ground Environmental Improvements Report.
Play Area Strategy Report.
Remembrance Sunday Report.
Gym and Swim Centre Extension Update and Panto Report.

Yours sincerely,

Bill Richards
Town Clerk
Publication date: 7th February 2022
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CHESHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES of the ‘Impress the Chess’ meeting
held on Thursday 13th January 2022 at 2.30 pm via Teams
PRESENT:

Jane MacBean
Ken Austin
Allen Beechey
Jim Conboy
Kathryn Graves
Rachael Matthews
Tony Molesworth
Euan Russell
Laura Silverstone

Chesham Town Council (Chairing)
Chesham Environmental Group
Chilterns Chalk Streams Project
Chesham Society
Chesham Town Council
Chesham Town Council
Chesham Renaissance
Chiltern Society
Chiltern Society

1.

APOLOGIES AND WELCOME
Apologies were received from Adrian Porter, Michael Browne and Justine Fulford, with
apologies for lateness from Rachael Matthews.

2.

MINUTES OF 4th NOVEMBER 2021
(i)
Neptune, Moor Road
Jane wrote to Neptune’s management after Christmas. Jane will raise their failure to
vegetate the river bank as a breach of planning with Buckinghamshire Council’s planning
enforcement team for the South of the county if she doesn’t hear back from Neptune in the
next week.
Action: Jane

3.

MAJOR PROJECTS
(a)
Moor Road
Jane will follow up with David Stowe concerning the status of this project.
Action: Jane
(b)
Lord’s Mill
There are currently three approved planning applications for this site, not all of which
require the installation of a fish pass. Jane has sought clarification from the Head of Planning
at Buckinghamshire Council whether the vegetation management conducted to date counts
as enabling work, and if so, which application this has been done under.
Jane and Allen will try to meet with the developers, as the development has significant
implications for the fish population of the upper river, and local flooding. Allen emphasized
the importance of a management plan for the weir and sluice with a maintenance budget. It
would be worth investigating whether the developers were willing to relinquish this part of
their site. Thames Water could be approached to see if they can assist with the fish pass
installation, as they have a budget for river restoration. As Buckinghamshire Council are
looking to work on the section above Lord’s Mill (the Moor Road scheme), these two
projects should be considered in concert, as they will impact upon one another.
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(c)
Chesham Moor Gym & Swim
The low kerb facilitating disabled access to the centre is at the lowest point of the road, and
this funnels flood water into the under croft of the building. Jane will follow up with Keith
Burns (TfB) for progress on this.
Action: Jane
(d)
Smarter Water Catchment
Thames Water’s Smarter Water Catchment pilot for the Chess is trialling intensive
catchment management to improve water quality, flows and biodiversity, with £3 million
investment between 2020-25, and further funding until 2030. The six themes of the Chess
catchment plan are (i) managing flow, (ii) water quality, (iii) wildlife corridors, (iv) involving
people, (v) working together and (vi) invasive non-native species.
An online workshop will be held in February to report on the newly-published State of the
Chess report and discuss next steps.
One of the milestones of the pilot is to improve water efficiency. The local supply area has
the highest domestic consumption rate in the country, with metered customers on average
using 155 litres per person per day and unmetered customers using 205 litres per person per
day. Some areas of Chesham have poor meter penetration, and the reasons for this require
investigation. There is currently no lead organisation for this milestone and Allen asked
whether Impress the Chess and/or the town council could be involved. There is funding
available to support this work.
(e)
Gully Clearance
About 80 to 85% of the gullies across Buckinghamshire have been cleared to date and Jane
will be asking for a report to identify which gullies could not be cleared, or require repair.
There is an additional £4 million budget for repairs. Justine has reported the blocked gullies
discussed at the last meeting and we will need to check on the status of these once the
clearance programme is completed.
(f)
Moor Bank Naturalisation
Adrian has measured the cross-sections of the channel necessary to generate the detailed
design for the project and will provide a further update at the next meeting.
(g)
Chess Valley Walk
The visitors’ survey had a lot of responses and Laura is happy to share the collated results
with the group. A signage survey is being conducted and a new logo is being designed. Laura
would welcome help with the historical and wildlife content for interpretation boards. Jane
said that she could put Laura in touch with members of Chesham Museum’s research group.
Bucks Council’s Local Area Technician will be able to help with the cutting back of the laurel
hedge by the side of Latimer Road on the border of the sewage treatment works. Thames
Water has asked if Bucks Council can help with the cost of the road closure, and Jane will
flag this up with Transport for Bucks. A member of the safety team will be going out to
assess whether this area could be made into a formal footpath, but it may be too narrow to
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meet the criteria. Ken asked whether the solution used on the footpath on Vale Road could
be employed for this stretch, where a fence protects walkers from the proximity of the
footpath to the road.
4.

FLOOD ACTION GROUP
(a)
Pheasant Rise/Waterside
The planned flood alleviation scheme is still waiting for the required permit from the EA.
(b)
Pednor Road
Bucks Council’s legal team have issued a notice to the landlord that they will be undertaking
works on his land to prevent flooding of the road. The date for this work is pending, as is the
culvert-replacement work on Church Street by the Pednor Road junction.
(c)
West Dean Lane/Chartridge
Work is starting this week to install four extra gullies on Chartridge Lane to capture run-off
before it reaches West Dean Lane. New gullies will be installed in West Dean Lane itself, and
gullies and chambers are being enlarged at Pednor Bottom, with additional gullies installed.
(d)
Hivings Hill
The work to install chambers higher up the hill to improve the capture of runoff at the top of
the hill was delayed from December 2021 and it is hoped that it will be completed before
the end of February.
(e)
Bois Moor Road
Water is getting on to a property on this road, so a site visit is being set up. A scheme may
need to be added to the Capital Drainage Works programme to resolve this issue.
The Bucks Council GRACE project and the Smarter Water Catchment programme are
working together to look at urban runoff and pollution, and would welcome ideas about
possible solutions from stakeholders. Kathryn will circulate a link to the group where
comments and ideas can be uploaded.
Action: Kathryn

5.

INVASIVE SPECIES
(i)
Japanese Knotweed
Jane has passed the details of the knotweed stand in the verge at Broadwater Bridge on to
the team at Bucks Council.
Kathryn will pass information on to Jane about the use of the Anti Social Behaviour Crime
and Policing Act 2021 by councils to enforce control of infestations by recalcitrant
landowners. Jane and Allen will liaise to see if the Smarter Water Catchment can provide
opportunities to help local landowners to eradicate infestations.
Action: Kathryn
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Kathryn will see if she can identify the landowner of the Topps Tiles site, to see if access can
be gained to the Vale Brook to check that the knotweed there has been eradicated and to
see if the brook can be cleared of fly-tipping and litter.
Action: Kathryn
(ii)
Himalayan Balsam
Chesham Environmental Group volunteers will keep an eye on the Duke of Bedford site to
deal with any balsam plants that might emerge from the seedbank. People are asked to be
aware of the potential presence of a small number of plants in Canon’s Wood. Allen said
that there had previously been Himalayan balsam in the Waterside Fishery site and that it
would be very helpful to get permission to access the site to see if any plants remain. Allen
also asked people to let him know about any invasive non-native species (INNS) anywhere in
the catchment, as he is leading on the strategy for INNS management as part of the Smarter
Water Catchment.
There is a large stand of Himalayan balsam near the border between Chesham and Chesham
Bois. Kathryn will find details of the location of the stand and make contact with Chesham
Bois Parish Council to see if the two councils can work collaboratively on this if appropriate.
Action: Kathryn
(iii)
Laurel
The laurel hedge overshadowing the Little Chess along Latimer Road should be tackled as
part of the Smarter Water Catchment. Allen is waiting to hear back from Thames Water.
The laurel hedge bordering part of the Chess Valley Walk near Decco McMinn is collapsing
over the footpath. Kathryn will confirm the ownership of this area of land.
Action: Kathryn
6.

POLLUTION INCIDENTS
The Transport, Environment & Climate Change Select Committee of Bucks Council will be
considering a scoping report on pollution in Buckinghamshire’s Rivers and Chalk Streams on
the 20th January. Allen asked if he could be copied into correspondence on this, as he has
evidence of pollution of a number of the Buckinghamshire rivers.
Action: Jane
The Chess catchment forum will take place next week, when Thames Water will give an
update on their plans to upgrade the sewage treatment works. The work of Professor Kate
Heppell for the Smarter Water Catchment has identified that the sewage treatment works is
the single biggest factor determining the water quality of the river.
As part of the Smarter Water Catchment, outfall safaris will be carried out to look at
potential sources of river pollution.

7.

COMMUNITY PROJECTS
(a)
Trout in the Classroom
Trout tanks have been set up in six schools in the Chess catchment this year, including
Waterside Academy and Hawridge and Cholesbury School.
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(b)
Bird Boxes
Monitoring work was interrupted by COVID, but a recent working party was held to clear out
the boxes by the river and many of them showed signs of having been used for nesting over
one or two seasons. There has been vandalism to a number of boxes and the Chiltern
Society will reinstate these boxes and the town council will cover the cost of replacement
parts. It is intended to resume monitoring, and hopefully chick ringing, this year.
8.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
(i)
Cresswell Road
This planning application has been withdrawn.
(ii)
The Meades
This application has been called into committee, and the Heritage Officer and Environment
Agency are both recommending refusal. Jane will check on the status of this application.
Action: Jane

9.

CHESHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN/BUCKS LOCAL PLAN
Bucks Council are asking people to nominate local heritage assets. Kathryn will circulate the
link for this.
Action: Kathryn

10.

HS2
Jane will check on what has happened to the application to place a mobile CCTV unit in
Church Street. Jim reported that the Misbourne Environmental Protection Group’s call for a
judicial review has been refused. However, the group have been putting in Freedom of
Information requests to find out the extent of tunnelling, how much grout has been used
and how many voids have been filled with grout in the Misbourne catchment.

11.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
(i)
Inland Waterways Association
Paul Jennings will get back in touch with the IWA about management of their riparian
section on Moor Road. It was noted that David Stowe is also looking at management options
in this area, particularly in relation to the bridge, which routinely gets blogged with material.

12.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be the 24th February 2022 at 3.00pm.
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Chesham Environmental Group Minutes 18th November 2021

1. Welcome. Chairman Phil welcomed everyone to the meeting. The main function of the
meeting was to set dates and locations for the coming month’s working parties. Phil went
on to say that as he was not as young as he once was, at the next AGM he will be seeking a
replacement Chairperson as he would like to step down.
2. Present were : Phil Folly, Bob McLaurin, Georgina Lomnitz, Kate Folly, Ken Austin, Colette
Littley, Trevor Brawn, Andrew Clarke, Roger Miller, Phyllis Chapman, Michael Browne,
Michael Beasley, Peter Heathcote. Apologies were received from Claire Bunce.
3. Minutes of the last meeting were approved. It was pointed out that in the minutes it stated
that Phil Harrison was in charge of the Communitree Project. This is a Town Council
initiative, Phil Harrison is organising the Sustainable Chesham Tree planting project and
looking after the Community Orchard. Some members of this group went around the
orchard and Phil H is looking into replacing any dead trees, Trevor pointed out that it was
good practise to leave dead trees in situ for biodiversity.
4. Matters arising. We need to decide what we do about the insurance cover, we would like to
be able to use power tools, it runs out in April 2022.
5. Financial report. Ken reported that we have had a £440 donation from the Town Council
and we now have £1,284 in the bank. Trevor said that he would like to buy some proper hay
rakes and a scythe for micro managing habitats. It would probably be about £250 for the
scythe kit – Trevor is trained and would be comfortable using one. They are adjustable so
could be used by others and Trevor could show people how. Trevor will look into the
purchase. We would also like some long handled weed extractors and waders size 42 and 43
which Colette will order as she did the last ones. We also need to buy some more safety
glasses (ones that go over our ordinary glasses) and people should be encouraged to use the
ones we already have.
A lot of our tools need sharpening , Trevor will ask the repair café if anyone could be paid to
do this otherwise we could get a mobile sharpener to visit the tool store on the moor. Bob
will go around some local businesses and ask them to donate money under their corporate
community responsibilities.
6. Working parties 2021/22
Sun 21st Nov – Holloway Lane
Wed 1st Dec – Lowndes Park litter pick – meet at toilet block
Sun 19th Dec – Meades Water Gardens and Social at Queens Head Pub
Wed 5th Jan – Holloway Lane revisited
Sun 16th Jan – Community Orchard Lowndes Park
Wed 2nd Feb – Pond Park Litter Pick
Sun 20th Feb – Back and cut back ivy

Wed 2nd March – Cemetery wild flower area
Sun 20th March – Cannons wood and bypass channel
Wed 6th April – Co-op Field – Build bug hotel
Sun 17th April – Easter Day Moor Road bank/path
Wed 4th May – Jacobs Ladder
Sun 15th May – Duck Alley and Meades Water Garden
Wed 1st June – Berkhampstead Field
Sun 19th June – Queens Head remove Cress (NOT Water Crowfoot!)
Notes – The trees overhanging Holloway Lane will need to be cut back this is a large job
which we may not be able to do.
Cemetery we should discard what is there and start in a new location. Trevor has emailed
Kathryn about it but no reply yet, Colette to follow up in the office.
Impress the Chess were talking in their meeting about sorting the trees overhanging Moor
Road footpath and the section by Neptune.
Trevor has been asked to do a plan for an environmental enhancement scheme for Nash
Rec. The council will be replacing the play equipment.

7. Berkhampstead Field Community Meadow. Trevor said that Chesham Town Council had
difficulties this year when they came to cut and collect the arisings from the meadow
in early September. This resulted in the machinery getting damaged and meant that
cut vegetation in various areas within the meadow was left uncollected, potentially
damaging parts of the meadow. We will not be able to evaluate the impact of this
until March or April in 2022.
Trevor will arrange a meeting with CTC to discuss this matter in December and to see
what management options will be available in 2022.

8. Communitree Project. Georgina pointed out that the Town Council want people to
nominate a location for a tree, could be a verge, front garden, office etc. They may need
help with tree planting in Greenway. Details will probably be on the Town Council website.
Outside of Ivingswood Academy and the green at the end of Windsor Road were suggested.
9. Social Media. Hattie and Debs not at the meeting so no update from them. Website is
good, lots of requests for information from it.
10. AOB Trevor informed the meeting that Sustainable Chesham were having a meeting with the
Community Board to pitch for some money for projects in Chesham so they would like
suggestions from other groups for projects that we would like to do in order to have a joined
up approach to the money. Phil not happy with the graffiti on the wrong walls of the
shelter, there was a discussion about the pros and cons of this.
Meeting closed at 8.50pm

Report of the Officers to a meeting of the Community, Assets, Recreation and
Environment Committee on Monday 14th February 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO: 6 – ENVIRONMENTAL UPDATE
Reporting Officer: Kathryn Graves (01494 583798)
Summary
1.

To receive an update on local environmental issues and progress with the Council’s EcoAudit Action Plan.
Background Information

2.

In September 2018, the UN Secretary General announced that radical cuts in fossil fuel
emissions were required within two years to avoid runaway climate change. A report
produced by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change in 2018 stated that carbon
emissions need to be cut by almost 50% by 2030, to have a two-thirds chance of avoiding
catastrophic temperature increases above 1.5°C.

3.

At the Council meeting of the 9th September 2019, the town council declared a Climate
Emergency with an aspiration to be carbon neutral by 2030.

4.

Following the Climate Emergency declaration, the council commissioned an Eco-Audit
to provide baseline data of the council’s carbon footprint and proposed actions to help
the council become carbon neutral by 2030 and reduce the negative ecological impacts
of our activities. Your officers created an Action Plan stemming from the
recommendations within the audit.
Financial Implications

5.

Any significant expenditure on environmental actions is budgeted for.
Strategic Objectives

6.

Accords with the Council’s strategic objectives three, ‘To preserve the unique identity
of Chesham and promote its heritage and its environment.’
Environmental Implications

7.

As detailed within the report.
Equality Act Implications

8.

The implications of any specific actions taken are assessed prior to works being carried
out.

Detailed Consideration
9.

The LED lighting has been installed at the Town Hall.

10.

A successful grant application was made to the local Community Board to fund a
feasibility study on decarbonisation and energy-use reduction in town council buildings.
Buckinghamshire Community Energy has been commissioned to undertake the
feasibility study, and one focus of the study will be the installation of solar panels on
more council buildings.

11.

A grant application has been made to the Community Board to help fund a project to
increase biodiversity at Nashleigh Hill Recreation Ground, as detailed in another report
to this committee.

12.

The Parks Team carried out the ‘Chip You Christmas Tree for Free’ scheme in early
January, to help residents dispose of their natural Christmas trees in an environmentally
friendly way.

13.

Your officers held a site visit with ecologists from Buckinghamshire Council to discuss
ways to manage the grassland section at the top of Lowndes Park to enhance biodiversity
and also consider ideas for appropriate tree planting on the eastern slope. The ecologists
will be providing your officers with a report outlining the management options.

14.

To date, your officers have received one quote for a topographical and silt survey, plus
ecological survey and silt analysis of Skottowes Pond. The quote is approximately
£14,000. These initial works would provide the information required to devise a plan
and get a detailed quote for the regeneration of the pond. Your officers are pursuing a
quote from a different company, whose representatives have already been out on site and
are awaiting a date for a site visit from a third company.

15.

Sewerage Update
No further releases of diluted, untreated sewage into the River Chess have occurred from
the Chesham Sewage Treatment Works since the 21st October 2021. Your Policy and
Projects Officer attended a meeting of the Chess Catchment Forum, organised by
Thames Water on the 18th January 2022, where an update was given on the current
situation at the sewage treatment works and the projects underway to reduce the sewage
pollution into the Chess. Your officer’s notes from the meeting are attached.

Recommendations
That the report be noted.

Chess Smarter Water Catchment Forum Meeting Notes – 18/01/22
This was the fifth meeting of this forum, hosted by Thames Water, and included
representatives from Thames Water, Chesham Town Council, River Chess Association and the
Chilterns Chalk Streams Project.

Chesham Sewage Treatment Works – Operational Update
The ‘over-pumping’ system is still in operation and coping with additional flows. Good quality
effluent is being produced. There were wet weather events over the Christmas period, but
these did not lead to sewage discharges into the river, as the capacity of the storm tank was
not exceeded. However, groundwater is low at this time of year. It is not known what the
return periods were for the Christmas storms. It is not possible to tell at this stage whether
the work in the catchment to reduce groundwater ingress into the sewer network is having a
beneficial impact.
There were no discharges after the 21st October 2021.
In looking in detail at the October 2021 spill events:
Spill Event Date

2/10/21
20/10/21
21/10/21

Spill volume that occurred

147m3
44m3
1469m3

Spill volume predicted to
occur after planned upgrade
to works
0m3
0m3
374m3

Thames Water’s view is that any sewage discharge is unacceptable and it was acknowledged
that additional work may need to be carried out in the future as part of a continuous process
to stop these polluting discharges. The importance of taking into account changing rainfall
patterns as a result of climate change and their possible impact on the flows reaching the
sewage treatment works was highlighted.

Groundwater Infiltration Into Chesham’s Sewers
The groundwater at Ashley Green dropped steadily from October to December and is
currently at the low end of normal. November 2021 was the second driest month recorded
over the last 130 years (this is as far back as records go). Thames Water is not predicting
groundwater to be above normal this Spring, and if the weather continues to be dry,
groundwater levels could become low or extremely low.
In tackling the groundwater infiltration, all 102.5m of lining work was completed by
September 2021. Manhole cover and frame replacements in Wey Lane are planned for half
term in February 2022.

Sewage Treatment Works Upgrade
The upgrade to the works may be delayed if a full Environmental Impact Assessment is
required as part of the planning process.

Green Recovery Pilot Projects
Over the next two years, work will be carried out to seal 255 manholes in high-risk infiltration
zones, replace 502 manhole covers and map 100% of the sewers and drains.
Different manhole sealing techniques are being investigated to ensure they will be water
tight. This lining work is planned for March to September 2022.
The misconnection tracing work is being scoped and defined with site activity expected in
Summer 2022, with completion before the end of the year. There will be liaison with the
Chilterns Chalk Streams Project to ensure there is no duplication in the work being planned
as part of their citizen science projects.

Water Resources and River Health
The options report for river habitat improvements was presented to the Environment Agency
in November 2021. The EA is supportive in principle and a site visit is to be arranged.
Engagement with landowners will take place in advance of detailed development of the
options.

Report of the Officers to a meeting of the Community, Assets, Recreation and
Environment Committee on Monday 14th February 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO: 7 – PLATINUM JUBILEE
CELEBRATIONS
Reporting Officer: Kathryn Graves (01494 583798)
Summary
1.

To consider a variety of options to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
Background Information

2.

On 6th February 2022, Her Majesty The Queen became the first British Monarch to
celebrate a Platinum Jubilee, marking 70 years of service to the people of the United
Kingdom, the Realms and the Commonwealth.
Financial Implications

3.

As detailed within the report.
Strategic Objectives

4.

Depending on the nature of the celebrations, they may help to deliver objectives 1 “To
enable residents to enjoy high quality social, recreational, and cultural facilities within
the town”, 2 “To encourage and promote the economic and commercial vitality of
Chesham” and 5 “To help create a socially inclusive and caring community”.
Environmental Implications

5.

Your officers are looking at ways to minimise negative impacts of events and activities.
Tree planting of the right species in the right locations will have a beneficial impact on
the environment.
Equality Act Implications

6.

The accessibility of any events will be considered during the planning process.
Detailed Consideration

7.

To celebrate this unprecedented anniversary, events and initiatives will take place
throughout 2022, culminating in a four-day UK bank holiday weekend from Thursday
2nd to Sunday 5th June.

8.

Beacon-lighting ceremonies are being planned across the Commonwealth on the evening
of the 2nd June. The metalwork beacon used for lighting at a previous event has been
converted to an ornamental planter in Lowndes Park. The metalwork has been painted
in non-heat resistant paint, so it is not now possible use it as a beacon. As an alternative,
a bonfire could be built, but when this was done for a previous celebration, the bonfire
left a lot of debris in Lowndes Park, including metal nails, which created a safety risk
and difficult clear-up job for the Parks Team. Any bonfire would need to be regularly

checked in advance of lighting to ensure that it’s not lit in advance, and that no unsuitable
materials have been added, as well as being marshalled during and after the event. In
addition to the carbon emissions generated, these issues mean that your officers are not
in favour of a bonfire.
9.

There are two different designs of Platinum Jubilee Gas-Fuelled Beacon that can be
purchased for £490 each. One is in the shape of a globe, the other is a crown. The cost
of the required propane cylinders currently ranges from £52-£80. Your officers feel
that the purchase of a gas-burning beacon for a one-off event is not in-line with the
council’s net carbon-zero objectives. It has been suggested that organisers wishing to
reduce the environmental-impact of their events investigate light-shows as an alternative
to beacon lighting.

9.

However the Jubilee maybe marked on the evening, Town Criers have been invited to
undertake a specific proclamation announcing the evening’s tribute to the Queen at 1pm.
Chesham’s Town Crier, Jane Dodd, has committed to making the proclamation.

10.

The Pageantmaster is asking pipers and pipe bands to play ‘Diu Regnare’, a speciallycomposed piece, as the sun sets at 9.35pm in central locations in local communities.
Your officers are approaching pipers to see if they are available to perform the piece on
the evening.

11.

At 9.40pm, bugler and cornet players are being asked to play the ‘Majesty’ fanfare. Your
officers are looking at local bands who may be able to perform.

12.

To coincide with the beacon lighting/light show, choirs in local communities are being
encouraged to sing a specially written song. Your officers have been in touch local choirs
about participation.

13.

Your officers are working with Lamps and Tubes (our Christmas light display
contractors) to look at options for decorating the town centre. Lamps and Tubes have
provided some initial design suggestions (attached). It is not possible to string bunting
in a zig-zag fashion down the length of the town centre, as it hangs low enough to be
caught by high-sided vehicles. Instead, the idea is to create three feature points at Market
Square, The Broadway and the upper end of the High Street, where bunting can be strung
safely. Additional design suggestions include the installation of red, white and blue
illuminated balls in two of the High Street trees and pennant bunting on the ornamental
lamp columns. It would also be possible to switch on the white lights that are
permanently installed in three of the town centre trees, but which are normally only litup at Christmas.

14.

The council can apply to host an augmented-reality trail. The trail is an experience where
players visit seven characters that have come to life from Buckingham Palace and are
visiting Chesham on a day out. Players, guided by Sir Barnaby Beacon, visit each
character, and learn about a different decade in Her Majesty’s 70-year reign. As they
spot the vinyl decals in windows around the town, players scan unique QR codes to
collect digital stamps of them, engage with the story, and answer questions and choose
how it progresses in a ‘choose your own adventure’ style. Players will then be able to
see the characters come to life in augmented reality. Once they’ve collected all seven
stamps, they’ll be rewarded with the conclusion to the adventure and be able to take
selfies with digital prize badges ‘pinned’ to them, to share with their friends.

15.

The trail operates for a month in the run up to the Jubilee weekend and costs £499. The
council would need to find seven venues to display the characters, which provides a good
opportunity to work with local businesses and community venues. A marketing toolkit
is provided as part of the package to publicise the trail. The trail is likely to help increase
footfall into the town centre.

16.

The Big Jubilee Lunch is an official part of the celebrations on the bank holiday
weekend. The council could encourage small-scale lunches to be organised and held by
members of the community through social media messaging and press releases. The
council could organise a Big Lunch outdoors at one of our open spaces or on the High
Street (a road closure would be required, but Buckinghamshire Council have waived the
fee for Jubilee street parties). This could be made available to anyone who would like to
attend (particularly if a picnic-style event were to be held on an open space), or could be
a catered event where people are formally invited, e.g. the attendee list for the Christmas
Day Party to help combat social isolation. An organising group would need to be set up
to deliver a council-organised street party.

17.

Civic leaders have been invited to plant a tree to mark the jubilee. The day chosen is
Friday 11th March 2022 - the seventieth day of the year in which The Queen marks the
seventieth anniversary of her accession. It will be a major initiative as part of The
Queen’s Green Canopy project. The Town Mayor is intending to plant commemorative
oaks in Lowndes Park and Buckinghamshire Council ecologists have identified planting
locations where oak saplings have the best chance of growing into large, open-grown
maiden trees. As tree planting for the Queens’ Green Canopy will commence again in
October 2022, through to the end of the Jubilee year, further planting would be possible.
The Buckinghamshire Council ecologists are putting together a plan detailing
appropriate species for planting small groupings and individual specimen trees on the
east-facing upper slope of Lowndes Park which we could implement later in the year.

Recommendations
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

The Committee decides whether it wishes to use a beacon,
bonfire, light show or other alternative on the 2nd June 2022.
That the Committee determines which, if any, bunting, pennant
and light designs to obtain prices for.
That the Committee determines whether to invest in the
augmented reality trail.
That the Committee commits to support community
organisations hosting street parties and other events where
possible.
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Pennant bunting
Triangular bunting flags with platinum jubilee patterns on the clock tower and nearby columns.
Please note that this image is computer generated and therefore the ultimate effect may prove to be different from that shown here.
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Image 1

Pennant bunting
Triangular bunting flags with platinum jubilee patterns between Barclays bank and high street
wall.
Please note that this image is computer generated and therefore the ultimate effect may prove to be different from that shown here.
All images are property and copyright of Lamps and Tubes Illuminations Ltd no reproductions without prior permission.
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Pennant bunting
Triangular bunting flags with platinum jubilee patterns between Barclays bank and high street
wall.
Please note that this image is computer generated and therefore the ultimate effect may prove to be different from that shown here.
All images are property and copyright of Lamps and Tubes Illuminations Ltd no reproductions without prior permission.
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Pennant bunting
Triangular bunting flags with platinum jubilee patterns between church and office wall.
Please note that this image is computer generated and therefore the ultimate effect may prove to be different from that shown here.
All images are property and copyright of Lamps and Tubes Illuminations Ltd no reproductions without prior permission.
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3D Spheres
Red, white and blue LED 3D spheres in
natural tree.

Pennant Bunting
Triangular bunting flags with platinum jubilee.

Please note that this image is computer generated and therefore the ultimate effect may prove to be different from that shown here.
All images are property and copyright of Lamps and Tubes Illuminations Ltd no reproductions without prior permission.
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Report of the Officers to a meeting of the Community, Assets, Recreation and
Environment Committee on Monday 14th February 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO: 8 – MARKET SQUARE ROAD
CLOSURE
Reporting Officer: Kathryn Graves (01494 583798)
Summary
1.

To receive an update on extending the road closure for Market Square to May 2023.
Background Information

2.

In August 2020, Buckinghamshire Council put a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order
(TTRO) in place to pedestrianise Market Square, lasting until 21 February 2022.
Financial Implications

3.

The TTRO application costs £1,690.
Strategic Objectives

4.

Accords with the Council’s strategic objectives 1, “To enable residents to enjoy high
quality social, recreational, and cultural facilities within the town and to seek the
continuing improvement and development of these facilities in accordance with the
desires expressed by the residents.” and 2 “To encourage and promote the economic and
commercial vitality of Chesham in a way that encourages sustainable employment
opportunities, housing and business facilities that respect the Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty in which it is situated.”
Environmental Implications

5.

Preventing vehicle movements and parking in Market Square will improve air quality
and may encourage people to access the town centre by other methods than by car.
Equality Act Implications

6.

Pedestrianisation of Market Square, makes this area safer for all pedestrians, but
particularly those with visual or mobility impairments.
Detailed Consideration

7.

Buckinghamshire Council was able to access the Reopening High Streets Safely fund to
cover the cost of the 2020 TTRO. The fund was European Regional Development Fund
money aimed at supporting the safe reopening of high streets during the COVID
pandemic. The full pedestrianisation of Market Square meant that hospitality businesses
who were reopening could have more space outdoors to accommodate customers
without the risk from passing traffic, whilst also giving those pedestrians walking
through the space to do so at a safer distance.

8.

The Reopening High Streets Safely Fund was followed by the Welcome Back Fund. The
latter had a wider remit than just safe re-opening, with a focus on measures that improve
the look and feel of town and village centres. Money was used from this fund to install
five wheeled planters to prevent vehicle access to Market Square in a more aesthetically
pleasing way than the high-visibility barriers that were initially used. The planters are
maintained by community group, Chesham In Bloom.

9.

Feedback about the closure has been positive from residents and Market Square
businesses. As well as providing more space for customers outdoors during the
pandemic, the closure has helped significantly with the problem of unauthorised parking
on Market Square in the evenings, which was having a detrimental impact on the
developing evening economy. Additionally, it has made holding events in Market Square
less bureaucratic and costly, as individual TTROs do not have to be applied for. It has
also made the Local Produce Market safer, as the planters prevent vehicles from driving
through the market.

10.

On the 11th January, your officers were notified by Buckinghamshire Council that it is
possible to extend existing TTROs for a further 18 months. The deadline for the
application for the Market Square TTRO extension was given as the 17th January. The
cost of the application is £1,690. Buckinghamshire Council will not meet this cost as all
activity funded by the Welcome Back Fund has to be delivered and paid for by March
2022 and it cannot be used to fund measures that go beyond this date.

11.

Your officers are of the view that extending the TTRO is important to maintain the
benefits to local businesses, shoppers, visitors and the Local Produce Market. Therefore,
an application to extend the TTRO was submitted with the cost to be met by the Town
Council.

12.

The extension will provide time to gain valuable feedback on the benefits of the TTRO
and the need for any improvements in its implementation, as well as begin the informal
consultation about extending pedestrianisation to cover the lower half of the High Street,
as far as Station Road. Initial discussions have begun with Transport for
Buckinghamshire about the informal consultation procedure.

13.

On the 7th February 2022, your officers received confirmation that the TTRO has been
extended for a further 18 months from the 21st February.

Recommendation
That the report be noted.

Report of the Officers to a meeting of the Community, Assets, Recreation and
Environment Committee on Monday 14th February 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO: 9 – NASHLEIGH HILL
RECREATION GROUND ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPROVEMENTS
Reporting Officer: Kathryn Graves (01494 583798)
Summary
1.

To consider changes to the management of Nashleigh Hill Recreation Ground to create
environmental improvements.
Background Information

2.

Located off Nashleigh Hill on the North-East side of Chesham, the recreation ground is
a sloped 9.5-acre open space. It contains an informal football area and a children's play
area. The recreation ground is used occasionally for circuses and small fun fairs.

3.

Local members are leading on consultation as to new play equipment. It is intended that
environmental improvements will take place independently of the play area
refurbishment as they are in separate areas of the ground.
Financial Implications

4.

Depending on the level of success of the grant application to the Community Board,
some town council funds may be required to purchase the materials detailed in this
report.
Strategic Objectives

5.

This work meets with objectives 1 “To enable residents to enjoy high quality social,
recreational, and cultural facilities within the town”, and 3 “To preserve the unique
identity of Chesham and promote its heritage and its environment”, as well as
contributing to the action plan stemming from the council’s Eco-Audit.
Environmental Implications

6.

The key aim of this work is to create a greater diversity of habitats, which will benefit a
broad range of wildlife as well as reducing the carbon footprint of the site’s management.
Equality Act Implications

7.

The changes in management should not have a detrimental impact on the accessibility
of the recreation ground.
Detailed Consideration

8.

Presently, the majority of the recreation ground is closely mown, even though there is
no reason for doing so, beyond continuing with the area’s traditional management
regime. This short mowing prevents the majority of species in the sward from flowering,

which is bad for pollinators, and by leaving the cuttings on the surface, the fertility of
the soil is kept high, which reduces the diversity of species.
9.

Cllr Rachael Matthews has worked with Mr Trevor Brawn, a volunteer from the
Chesham & District Natural History Society to create proposals for changing the
management of parts of the field and installing new features. An indicative map of the
current management of the area, and one of the proposed management regime showing
the additional biodiversity features are attached as Appendices One and Two.

10.

A grant application has been submitted to the local Community Board to help cover the
costs of this project. All of the features included in the proposal can be created or
installed independently, so it is possible to tailor the proposals to the amount of funding
available.

11.

The reduction in the mowing regime in the upper section of the recreation ground will
reduce the amount of time spent by the Parks & Premises Team in mowing the area and
the associated carbon footprint of this activity. With the vegetation left to grow for
longer, plants will be able to flower and the diversity of the sward may increase over
time.

12.

Two areas at the top of the ground will be prepared and sown with a mix of native
wildflowers seeds of species particularly beneficial for pollinators. This mix will have a
high resistance to drought and contains 55% perennials, reducing the need for resowing.

13.

Bug hotels will be created by recycling materials such as pallets and using natural
materials like pine cones and bamboo canes. This can provide a low cost and enjoyable
activity for community or school groups, and this type of thing has been done with
success on other open spaces, such as Lowndes Park.

14.

A bee scrape is created by removing the top layer of substrate in a south-facing location
to provide bare earth where some solitary bee species like to nest. This can be created
by hand by volunteers, as has been done at the Co-op Field.

15.

Fruit trees will provide pollen and nectar for invertebrates, a food source for some bird
species and fruit for people to pick, as well as looking aesthetically pleasing. The shade
created by small groups of trees will also create additional micro-habitats. Your officers
are currently investigating a source of local varieties of fruit trees. It would be possible
to make this a third community orchard location in town if there was sufficient interest
from the public to sponsor the trees. The Chesham Community Orchard volunteers are
not able to take on a further site at this time, but the scheme could be run by the council.

16.

Slow worms were relocated to the neighbouring Berkhampstead Field Community
Meadow in 2020 from a development elsewhere in Chesham. The change in
management should facilitate the spread of these lizards into Nashleigh Hill Recreation
Ground and it is proposed to install some slow worm mats on site to help monitor for the
presence of this species.

17.

All of these proposals will help to create a network of habitats linking Berkhampstead
Field Community Meadow (a local wildlife site), the recreation ground and The Dell on
Nashleigh Hill which has already had its mowing regime changed to benefit wildlife.

18.

At the bottom of the field near the play area, a raised bed of scented plants is proposed

that could be enjoyed by children and their parents visiting the play area, creating an
attractive display at the main entrance off Nashleigh Hill. A picnic table is proposed at
the top of the hill to enable people to enjoy the views across Chesham. Your officers
have identified picnic tables made of recycled plastic that are very durable and last longer
than traditional, wooden tables.
19.

The proposed management changes would not prevent the area being used for funfairs
and circuses, or informal sports activities.

Recommendation
To approve the proposed change in management regime for Nashleigh Hill
Recreation Ground.
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Report of the Officers to a meeting of the Community, Assets, Recreation and
Environment Committee on Monday 14th February 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO: 10 – PLAY AREA STRATEGY
Reporting Officers: Bill Richards (01494 583824) and Paul Isom (01494 775593)
Summary
1.

To consider the updated Play Area Strategy.
Background Information

2.

The Council adopted the first Play Area Strategy in 2012 and has now effectively
implemented all of its recommendations.
Financial Implications

3.

As detailed within the report.
Strategic Objectives

4.

Accords with Strategic Aim 1 – ‘To enable residents to enjoy high-quality social,
recreational, and cultural facilities within the town and to seek the continuing
improvement and development of these facilities in accordance with the desires
expressed by the residents.’
Environmental Implications

5.

As referred to within the strategy.
Equality Act Implications

6.

All play-areas are tasked with as being as accessible as possible for young people.
Detailed Consideration

7.

Attached is the updated Play Area Strategy updating Members on the current state of
the Council’s play-areas, with appropriate recommendations as to beginning the
refurbishment of these.

Recommendation
That the updated Play Area Strategy be considered and its recommendations
be determined.

PLAY AREA STRATEGY
2022 – 2027

CHESHAM TOWN
COUNCIL

1
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SUMMARY
Vision
1. To revisit the adopted Play Area Strategy in 2009 to continue to provide
high quality play areas across Chesham that are welcoming, safe,
attractive and meet the needs of children and young people, to be
provided within the budgets available to the Council.
Purpose
2. The purpose of this Play Area Strategy is to: • To undertake an audit of our play facilities across Chesham
• To consider ways to best engage with both young people and
parents/guardians on need
• Find alternative ways of funding play area provision and attract additional
resources.
• Consider the environmental impact of any new play equipment
Benefits
3. The Strategy will deliver the following benefits to children/accompanying
adults and young people (4-17 age group) in Chesham: •
More choice in better play area provision within walking distance of
home
•
Users feeling safe in the local play environment.
•
An enjoyable leisure experience in an improved local environment
•
Easily accessible play areas for local residents to walk to
•
Better access for the disabled and people from other disadvantaged
sections of the community.
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INTRODUCTION
1. The Council has provided children’s play equipment in Chesham for many
years. These facilities can be found in the town’s parks and open spaces. In
some cases, the Council has inherited these facilities from the former District
Council. In others, they are the direct result of the Council’s investment.
2. In 2009, the Council made a decision to review all its play areas in terms of
condition, play value and importance to the local community. In light of the Play
Area Strategy recommendations, the following was agreed:
a) Following the renovation of Lowndes Park, the play-areas be renovated,
subject to finance, in an agreed order with design and cost being
proposed by Proludic in consultation with local residents.
b) That the priority listing be altered to reflect local need if a community
group comes forward to progress a particular play-area.
c) That the play-areas at Hodds Wood Road, Bois Moor Road* and
Batchelor's Way be not renovated and ultimately closed unless there is
overwhelming evidence that the local community can prove regular and
widespread usage
d) That the Council directly approach community and resident groups
across town to ascertain what, if any, sites for the multi-sports goal are
suitable and, if desired by a community group, it works with the Council
and partners such as Paradigm Housing, to consult with all other
residents to confirm the appropriateness of such a site.
e) Consideration be given to the current provision to the 13-17 years age
gap and the future of the skatepark.
f) That at least one play-area is developed to be specifically designed for
those with disabilities to ensure equality of access as a matter of priority.
*kept open following request from Waterside Community Association
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HISTORY AND CURRENT POSITION
Existing Provision
1. There are currently 9 sites with children’s play equipment in the town.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Marston Field
Windsor Road Recreation Ground*
Nashleigh Hill Recreation Ground
Codmore Field
Gordon Road
Woodland View
Bois Moor Road
Moor Road
Lowndes Park

*owned by Buckinghamshire Council but maintained by this Council.

2. Following a decision to renovate all the Council’s Play Areas, the works
undertaken are listed below. Also listed is the recent audit undertaken by the
Parks and Premises Manager in respect to current conditions.
a) Woodland View – relocation of multi-sports goal area to Marston Field and
installation of balance trail 2008.*
Current Condition – good condition though the wooden boundary fences are
starting to rot
b) Lowndes Park – £50,000 Funding from Government’s ‘Play Builder’ grant
scheme at the time allowed for total renovation of the main play area and
installation of new equipment and chip bark safety surfacing in 2009. A new
skatepark was also built and completed in 2014.
Current condition:
•
Skatepark is in good condition structurally however suffers from constant
graffiti
•

Small bike track is in good condition

•

Multi Games Area (MUGA) very poor, carpet has holes and most
wooden fencing removed due to being vandalised

•

Climbing frame outside play area very poor; has been fenced off for the
last 3 months due to rotten wood and vandalism. The cost to repair is, in
the Parks and Premises Manager’s opinion, more than the equipment is
worth

•

Fenced-in play area equipment is in a fair to poor condition. The wood
has started to rot. Some sections have been replaced but there is
considerably more to do. The safety surface of wood chip is difficult to
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keep to the recommended height even though it is topped up annually.
Most sleepers have rotted away and 60% have been removed.
•

Picnic benches have had to be removed due to constant vandalism

•

The stand-alone equipment opposite the MUGA is mainly of metal
construction which is in good condition. It generally passes the RoSPA
inspection each year with not too many issues. The disabled swing
harness was stolen twice, so has not been replaced again. All have
rubber safety surfacing.

c) Moor Road - The play area on Moor Road was totally refurbished in 2010 and
is specifically designed to have equipment accessible for children with
disabilities.
Current condition - equipment is in good condition, however the safety surface
is very poor, being mainly wood chip again. Topping up is done each year but
does not last and sourcing chip bark isn’t, as already mentioned, easy.
d) Marston Field - Marston play area was totally refurbished in 2010 with
equipment and safety surfacing for the over 7s.
Current condition:
•
The equipment is in a fair state. The problem here is that the equipment
was put too far out of the ground. Again, the safety surface is wood chip
which has sunk so badly that, even with annual topping up, the large
lumps of concrete securing the play equipment are very visible.
•

All sleepers have now rotted away and the team is in the process of
removing them when time allows. The wooden ramps are also rotting
and will soon have to be replaced.

•

Seats are too far out of the ground for the public to use.

•

Vandalism on this site is quite high; regular inspections tend to discover
new such problems.

e) Gordon Road - A small children's play area refurbished in 2012, located
adjacent to social housing flats in Waterside and predominantly for the under
8s.
Current condition – very good condition
f) Windsor Road - includes an enclosed children's play area, which was totally
refurbished in 2012.
Current condition – Play equipment in good condition. Safety surfacing, which
is rubber crumb, has suffered from vandalism in terms of being cut with knives,
resulting in considerable repairing and replacing.
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g) Codmore Field – Renovated in 2016 thanks largely to the formation of, and
fund-raising by, a Playing Fields Association who contributed the bulk of the
monies for a play-area for all ages.
Current condition – Both static and moving equipment and safety surfacing in
a good state
h) Nashleigh Hill Recreation Ground – monies for this were received from
Chiltern DC before it ceased to operate. Currently consultation is on-going, led
by local Members as to a new play-area and requirements thereof.
Current condition – N/A
i) Bois Moor Road –This site was earmarked for closure but, following
representations from Waterside Community Association, it was kept open on
the understanding that the Association would help contribute to its upgrade at
some point.
Current condition – Two very old pieces of play equipment dominate this site.
Work has been carried out each year after RoSPA reports and the cost is rising
to keep the pieces usable. Tree roots are starting to appear under safety
surface creating significant trip hazards. The large slide has crack in the metal
which is unrepairable; a decision may be needed soon to close this play area
down.
(*undertaken before the play strategy was adopted due to complaints re anti-social behaviour
associated with the multi-goal area in Woodland View)

National Standards
1. The Fields in Trust (formally the National Playing Fields Association) has
produced minimum standards for the provision of children’s play facilities.
These standards are recognised as being a useful yardstick against which local
authorities can judge the distribution and content of play areas.
2. The Fields in Trust identify 3 categories of play area: •

Local Area for Play (LAP) – A low key games area. Aimed at 4-6 year
olds and younger children for play activities close to home. Catchment
area = 1 minute’s walking time for an accompanied child or
approximately 100m walking distance

•

Local Equipped Area of Play (LEAP) – A small play area with about 5
types of equipment. Aimed at 4-8 year olds. Consider needs of under
4’s and slightly over 8’s. Catchment Area = 5 minutes walking time for
an accompanied child, or approximately 400m walking distance.

•

Neighbourhood Equipped Play Area (NEAP) – A larger play area with
about 8 types of equipment. Aimed at 8-14 age group. Facilities for
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wheeled and ball play should be provided. Catchment Area = 15 minutes
walking time for either accompanied or unaccompanied children which
is about 1000m walking distance
3. Using the Fields in Trust criteria as its basis, the former Chiltern District
Council’s Open Spaces and Recreation Strategy concluded that ‘There are an
insufficient number of large equipped play facilities and some areas are without
adequate further provision. Consideration needs to be given to the
development of provision within the general principles of a quantitative
standard.’ Buckinghamshire Council is currently writing a new such strategy
and will no doubt make further observations on the Council’s play provision.

RESPONSIBILITIES AND TRENDS
1. A challenge is presented by ever more demanding safety standards. Equipment
should always be to the The British and European Standard for playground
equipment and surfacing BS EN 1176.
2. One of the greatest challenges for this Council is in respect of its current safety
surfacing. There is no legal requirement for protective surfacing to be provided
on children's playgrounds. It is, however, recommended by safety organisations
such as RoSPA, BSI, NPFA and CAPT. The Department of the Environment
'strongly recommended' its use in 1978 while the Department of Culture, Media
and Sport (currently the Government's lead body on playgrounds) advised its use
in their Playground Safety Guidelines (1993) as one of the design elements of a
safe playground. The Health and Safety Executive has also recommended it.
3. When embarking on its regeneration of play areas, the Council largely chose
loose fill, chip bark as its preferred surface. While cheaper initially to install it, it
requires considerable maintenance and getting hold of it for ‘topping up’ has
proved increasingly hard. The Parks team cannot use its own chippings since it
has a needle-like quality that would potentially harm young children. Certainly,
the view from the Parks and Premises Manager is that in terms of a future
direction, it would be better to install a rubber crumb type surface (though it should
be noted that this in itself is not immune to vandalism as evidenced at Windsor
Road periodically.)
4. In terms of deciding the range of equipment, it is important that new equipment
is determined locally and by the community itself and is also ‘future proofed’ to
meet with future trends in play.
5. An excellent model has proved to be the Botley Road (Codmore Field) play area
regeneration. A group of interested parents formed themselves into a play-area
community association with an independent bank account and undertook
consultation and fund-raising accordingly. However, many of these
parents/guardians were from the ‘professional’ classes and it should be
recognised that not all areas of town may be able to follow such a model.
Therefore, consultation and fund-raising could, and perhaps, should be led by the
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local ward Members with assistance from officers when required. This is an
approach currently being undertaken at Nashleigh Hill Recreation Ground.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS
1.

For previous renovations, the Council has generally used play equipment which
has been a combination of metal, rubber and wood materials. With the Council’s
commitment to being carbon neutral by 2030 and having a strong environmental
policy, it may be desirable to look at equipment that is made from recyclable
plastics and sustainable wood only. While laudable, this needs to be married to
the question of being desirable to the community in terms of play value and the
robustness of the play equipment itself.

FINANCING THE DEVELOPMENT
1.

Funding options outside of the Council’s own use of Reserves are somewhat
constrained but monies may be available through the Landfill Tax Credit System
as the Park is within 10 miles of an active landfill site. The Council has previously
secured monies from Veolia Trust (and, in its previous guise, as Onyx Trust) both
for the redevelopment of Meades Water Gardens and the skatepark and junior
play equipment within Lowndes Park.

2.

Other funding through either central government or the National Lottery is
available on a periodic basis but there are no specific play area regeneration
monies earmarked at the current time.

3.

Other Councils have used sponsorship in other areas such as the provision of
floral displays on roundabouts and some of the flower tubs in the town centres.
This involves the erection of a small plaque to acknowledge the sponsor. Items
of play equipment could be sponsored in a similar way. Children and
accompanying adults can spend a long time within a play area. In that sense
they are a captive audience to companies/organisations who might wish to
promote their name or products. This would bring added revenue that could be
spent in supporting the aims of this Strategy. The Council would need to decide
where it strikes the balance between subtle advertising of a sponsor's name and
the louder form of product advertising that we see on our streets today.

4.

Developers of larger housing sites normally make a contribution towards local
infrastructure improvements arising from the development. Contributions can
include road improvements, public open space and educational facilities. It would
be desirable to seek contributions arising from developers where gaps in play
provision exist. Community Infrastructure Levy money is beginning to be passed
down by the principal authority.

5.

The Community Fund administered through the Community Boards and
Buckinghamshire Council remain a live source of funding though the monies per
application are unlikely to be significant.
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6.

Some local fund-raising could be undertaken by a proactive local community
group for one particular play-area though it would be unrealistic to expect a major
contribution through this avenue, although the aforementioned Botley Field
Community Association did raise several thousands of pounds.

7.

Ultimately therefore much of the re-development needs to be based around the
assumption that the core funding will be through the Council itself with other
funding agencies approached on an ‘as and when’ basis if an appropriate funding
stream becomes ‘live’. At the same time, encouragement should be given to local
community groups to actively fund-raise for their local play-area so it can be
advanced up the priority order.

RECOMMENDATIONS
1.

The CARE Committee begins to consider options to begin the upgrade of the
play-areas within town by the formation of a play-area working party.

2.

That a new priority list be drawn up with Lowndes Park being the first play area
to be considered in conjunction with a holistic Management Plan for the Park.

3.

That a further report be forthcoming on funding the facilities over the short to
medium term once Members have determined which play-areas they wish to see
redeveloped.

4.

That the environmental implications of the play-areas be considered.
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Report of the Officers to a meeting of the Community, Assets, Recreation and
Environment Committee on Monday 14th February 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO: 11 – REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
Reporting Officer: Bill Richards (01494 583824)
Summary
1.

To agree that the Council formally take over the organisation of the annual
Remembrance Sunday event held in November.
Background Information

2.

Up to the 2021 event, the organisation and associated liabilities lay with the Chesham
Branch of the British Legion in respect to the annual Remembrance Sunday event in
November.
Financial Implications

3.

As detailed within the report.
Strategic Objectives

4.

Accords with Strategic Aim 6 – ‘To represent the views and wishes of the citizens of
Chesham.’
Environmental Implications

5.

Non-applicable
Equality Act Implications

6.

The accessibility of any events will be considered during the planning process.
Detailed Consideration

7.

Just a few months before the 2021 Remembrance Day commemoration held at the War
Memorial, representatives from the British Legion informed officers that they had been
told by their national body that branches could no longer be the organisers of said event
due to the public liability implications. Accordingly, officers took over the organisation
of the event and insured it appropriately.

8.

In terms of financial burdens, it is not particularly onerous since Buckinghamshire
Council usually waive the Road Closure application fees and agree a blanket closure on
the day. However, the Parks and Premises Operatives who are accredited to oversee road
closures are paid overtime to put out the signs and enforce the closure at the event itself
on the Sunday (since the Police no longer do this).

9.

However, in terms of officer time, it does require the preparation of risk assessments (in
liaison with the Legion who will still be parading along with other uniformed groups);
ensuring cadet groups are provided with the necessary permits to parade well in advance
as required by their respective Headquarters; putting out Road Closure signs a week in
advance of the event; discussing with the Legion the order of service and religious input;

notifying bus and taxi firms and ensuring adherence to the road closure on the day with
potential discussions with the police and the Principal Authority.
10.

In respect to the ceremony around the War Memorial, it is proposed this still be led by
the Legion’s Parade Master. However, with the proliferation of wreath laying, it is
proposed that the Council only allow statutory organisations (and the Legion) to
undertake this, to foreshorten the event and to reduce the number of non-environmentally
friendly plastic wreaths to be laid. Other organisations, if able to provide more
sustainable wreaths, will be encourage to lay their own, less formally on the 11th
November or another time of their choosing.

11.

Another event that other town councils have taken on the liability for has been Armed
Forces Day scheduled for the 25th June. Traditionally no significant events have been
held in Chesham to acknowledge the day. However, the Principal Authority did
recognise the event last year by allowing members of the Armed Forces to attend its
leisure facilities free of charge on that day, so the Committee might be minded to adopt
the same policy.

Recommendations
1. That the Committee formally agree to take over the responsibility and
organisation of the Remembrance Sunday event in November.
2. That it agrees to the proposal to allow wreath laying to be restricted to
statutory organisations only at the Service and encourages the
purchase of wreaths made from sustainable materials.
3. That the Committee agrees to allow free access to the Gym and Swim
Centre and Elgiva (if deemed suitable by the Centre Managers) to
serving members of the armed forces on the 25th June.

Report of the Officers to a meeting of the Community, Assets, Recreation
and Environment Committee on Monday 14th February 2022

AGENDA ITEM NO: 12 – GYM AND SWIM CENTRE
EXTENSION UPDATE AND ELGIVA PANTOMIME
Reporting Officer: Bill Richards (01494 582824)
Summary
1.

To agree the recommendations of the Gym and Swim Centre Working Party in
regard to the extension; note the current position of the Elgiva extension and
consider the Elgiva Pantomime.
Background Information

2.

Both the Gym and Swim Centre and the Elgiva had COVID restrictions lifted
from the Government’s ‘Plan B’ strategy on the 27th January 2022.
Financial Implications

3.

As outlined within the report.
Strategic Objectives

4.

Accords with all the Council’s strategic objectives.
Environmental Implications

5.

Non applicable
Equality Act Implications

6.

Non applicable.
Detailed Consideration

7.

EXTENSION UPDATES

8.

The Gym and Swim Extension Working Party met on the 13th December and the
notes of this are duly attached along with the proposed drawings/plan from the
architect. As can be seen, the main recommendation coming from the Working
Party was that ‘the CARE Committee discuss (and agree) the proposal to submit a
Planning Pre-Application to Buckinghamshire Council through the architect in
the terms agreed at the meeting while also considering the consultation required
to obtain permission from the Secretary of State.’

9.

The Architect has quoted a fee to undertake this work and is attached as private
and confidential. Also attached is a consultation brief. Having been asked about
other potential outside assessment costs, he has suggested the following:
1. ‘Arborologists or tree report- estimated cost £1500.

2. Environmental impact assessment estimated cost £3000 (This would look
at the waterway, associate flora and fauna and the impact of the
development on this).
3. Archaeological/ Historical report likely £1500 plus if significant
archaeological findings are made this could cost £10,000 plus but this
cost would impact during excavations and could be the subject of a
condition, so born later as part of the project budget .
4. They may require drainage and below ground service information and this
may prompt a report and CAT camera scan of the service runs estimate
£1500 if this information is not properly recorded elsewhere. This may
also include a SUDs (Surface Urban Drainage) scheme or similar which
may raise this amount.
All-in-all, I would hold £10,000 in reserve for these and other reports in the
Council’s budget, in order to cover other specialist reports required by Planning
and the Planning Inspectorate in the course of both applications.’
10.

There would seem no reason to delay a pre-application at this stage, so it is
recommended the architect be commissioned on the terms proposed.

11.

ELGIVA PANTOMIME
With all the uncertainty of COVID which has affected theatres and art venues
generally, your Clerk thought it important to inform the Committee of the
amazing success of the 2021 ‘Snow White’ pantomime. The Theatre Manager
writes: ‘It was a record box office and the best attendance since 2016. This is
extremely pleasing considering the high level of uncertainty throughout the year
and staff absences associated with the pandemic. It was a great effort by the
theatre’s staff, volunteers and production company who provided another highquality show under difficult conditions. A special thanks goes out to the 30 local
dancers and their chaperones who performed amazingly despite the necessary
COVID restrictions.
In addition to the pantomime, we programmed an English Sinfonia Christmas
Concert, an Event screening of “The Nutcracker” and the film “It’s A Wonderful
Life”. This represented a total ticketed attendance of 11,183 people in
December.’ The figures are duly attached.

12.

With the very difficult period the Council’s two main businesses have faced over
the last 18 months, Members may wish to pass on thanks to the Elgiva team for
providing a successful pantomime when many other theatres decided to close or
cancel in December.

Recommendations
1. That the Report be noted.
2. That the Architect be commissioned to put in a planning preapplication to Buckinghamshire Council for the Gym and Swim
extension for the fee proposed.
3. That the 2021 Elgiva Pantomime figures be noted and welcomed.

Gym and Swim Extension Working Party - Meeting
Held on the 13th December 2021 at 2.30pm

Present:
Bill Richards (Town Clerk) & Danny Essex (Chesham Moor Gym & Swim Manager).
Cllrs Alan Bacon and Francis Holly
Hugo Hardy - Architect
Apologies were received Cllrs Baum and MacBean
1.
Purpose of Meeting
To receive a brief presentation from Hugo Hardy on revisions to plans and consider next steps in
progressing the extension project which had been in abeyance since the pandemic commenced.
2.
Presentation
Hugo went through his PowerPoint presentation explaining the new iterations of his drawings which
included a gym design (as endorsed by Danny) at the tennis courts end and a proposed cycle hub and
café at the play-area end. He advised the cycle hub idea had been developed with Phil Harrison from
the Zone 9 Cycling Group. He also advised that the plans followed the changes to the building made
in the 1990s for continuity and financial purposes. Hugo added that he had proposed a timber roof to
keep costs down.
In respect to the gym, Danny opined that he believed that the view out across the tennis courts would
be a big attraction and explained that he and Hugo had looked at the most eco sustainable options
available, including solar windows which would allow a lot of light but also create energy.
Cllr Bacon asked about how the build out would affect the stream located between the current
footprint and the tennis courts. Danny advised that the current stream and sluice was artificially
created back in the 1990s and there would be merit in realigning and upgrading again, particularly
with the relative ineffectiveness of the current sluice. Cllr Holly also suggested that a possible cycle
right of way may need further investigation.
In terms of the cycle hub, Danny opined that the area for the facility may be too large for its need and
perhaps some of the square metreage could be reallocated to a café area. In any eventuality, it was
agreed that the cycle hub would need further investigation in respect to operation and sustainability.
3.
Next Steps
Hugo advised that the issue of planning permission would be more complicated as the facility was on
common land and therefore required Secretary of State approval. However, he explained there was
no specialist designation for the land so approval may not be too difficult to achieve. Nonetheless he
highlighted the need for a comprehensive consultation process to be undertaken first. Obviously, the
facility would also need to obtain planning permission from Buckinghamshire Council and it was
agreed that it would be advisable to put in a pre-application submission to the principal authority to
ascertain the likelihood of obtaining planning consent before embarking on considerable expense with
the contracting of a QS. With the uncertainty of the cycle hub, it was agreed that a ‘pre-app’ be

Gym and Swim WP Meeting 13.12.21

submitted focussing on the gym but also submitting a ‘reserved matters’ aspect to cover the café and
cycle hub.
Cllr Holly asked about costs. Hugo suggested a very ball-park figure was around a £1m plus but, clearly,
a QS would confirm this. Danny added that he had prepared a business plan and it was ready to be
submitted (with revisions). He also mentioned the importance in investing in gym equipment and
reported that he had ensured that any new machinery purchased in the short term could be
transported free of charge into the new extension when ready. He and Hugo also confirmed that it
should be possible to build the gym extension without necessarily closing the pool area for a significant
amount of time.
Both Bill and Danny emphasised that the loyal customers had been apprised of possible upgrades for
some considerable time and, therefore, if the extension was not to happen, then the Centre still
required considerable investment if it wanted to compete with competitors in the leisure and fitness
sector and retain its core base of members.
Accordingly, it was proposed that the CARE Committee discuss (and agree) the proposal to submit a
Pre-App to Buckinghamshire Council through Hugo in the terms agreed at the meeting while also
considering the consultation required to obtain permission from the Secretary of State.
4.
Date of Next Meeting
To be confirmed.
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Chesham Moor Gym and Swim
Extension and Renovation

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL

Bill Richards on behalf
of the Chesham Town Council
St. Mary’s Way
Chesham, Bucks,
HP5 1HR

24th of September 2021

Dear Bill Richards,
(Clerk Chesham Town Council)
The 'Chesham Moor Gym and Swim Centre Planning Application to the Buckinghamshire Council
Planning Department and Common Land Development Application to Planning Inspectorate for the
Secretary of State.
Letter of Appointment of Hugo Hardy Architect
I am keen to continue to work with you on this exciting cultural project and I have set out a fee proposal
for your consideration. This appointment will supersede any previous appointments in relation to the work
on this project after RIBA Stage 2.
I write to confirm that you have asked me to submit a Planning Application to the Buckinghamshire
Council Planning Department and a Common Land Development Application to Planning Inspectorate
for the Secretary of State for the proposed development works at The 'Chesham Moor’ Gym and Swim
Centre.
Client Brief:
We note from our email correspondence on 24/09/2021 that you wish for the material submitted to be
made up of the materials produced, to date, under the feasibility design appointments on The 'Chesham
Moor’ Gym and Swim Centre in relation to the renovation of the existing pool facility and the proposed
extension for the gym/weight facility and the new café. A further reserve matters application will be made
in the same applications for the community bike hub extension.
The work will include:
• Submitting the Planning Application for the works to the local Planning Authority.
• Submitting the Common Land Development Application.
• Attendance at relevant planning meetings, relating only to the application for planning to the local
authority.
• Creating a report design and access document to support the proposals.
• Creating supporting drawings and visual information required for the applications.
• Additional relevant information produced to support both applications, where not already
produced in a previous stage of the design process, with the following caveat that any required
specialists such as Archaeology or Arborologists or Environmental Assessment will be carried out
by others ,organized by me but employed directly by the Council, where either specifically
requested by the Buckinghamshire Planning department, or the Planning Inspectorate on behalf
of the Secretary of State or the Secretary of State himself ?

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL

Architect Fee:
The fee to carry out this work is £5000 for the work designated under the Client brief above + hourly
rates applicable for any consultation associated with the Common Land Development Application.
I am not VAT registered so VAT is not applicable to this fee.
Chargeable expenses:
In respect of chargeable expenses and disbursements these will include items such as reasonable travel
expenses, printing, copying, model making materials. Generally expenses/disbursements will be only the
costs I incur and no additional fee will be applied to these costs. Travel which will be petrol cost plus
1.5hrs at the standard rate, so half the journey time if we meet in surrey. Printing costs are 15p for A4 blk
and White 30p for A4 color, 35p for A3 B/W and 50p for A3 color. All other formats will be outsourced
and you would be billed the amount invoiced by the printer only. Model costs will only be the material
costs of the models and not the labor but I retain ownership of the models on this basis. Typically 50-100£
per large model and 25-50£ for small models. Where specialist 3D rendered images beyond what HHA
produces in the course of the design work and are specifically requested by the Council these would be
procured separately to this agreement.
Other appointments, surveys and items of further consideration
Surveys have not been carried out such as building, landscape or Engineering, structural and mechanical, at
this time.
HHA Architect has been working to the client supplied information including previous Architects
drawings and the information produced by HHA thus will reflect this fact.
RIBA Stage 3 detail design has not been fully undertaken, as this is intended to follow on post planning
and after the above mentioned surveys have been conducted..
The gym/weights extension is interacting with the existing water channel and no feasibility has been done
on shoring or adjusting the path of this water channel and/or the structural requirements/implications for
piling or lower ground retaining structures in this area. This will have a cost implication rather than prevent
the proposal from being technically possible to resolved.
We have not had a Quantity Surveyor cost of the latest proposals for the Gym and Swim.
So it must be understood by the Client that as we progress to planning without the above information and
then for example need to seek cost savings or technical solutions that affect the external appearance,
volume or other planning issues, we would need to revisit the planning process even after a successful
award.
Time frame
I will produce my work in relation to the planning application to the local authority within a month of
being appointed.
Subject to successful planning being achieved and all relevant consultations and notifications being carried
out by the Chesham Council in relation to the Common Land Development application and completed
reports by other specialists where required, I will submit my information within a month of the planning
award date.
Other information
We are required by our professional standards to point out certain contractual points, which you may wish
to amend or delete:•

We confirm that this practice has Professional Indemnity Insurance of £250,000, which shall be
maintained until 6 years after completion of the project.
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•

The Conditions include (at Cl. 7.3) a 'net contribution' provision, whereby should the need arise
we would have a proportionate share of liability with others involved on the project.

•

The Conditions include (at Cl. 10) a 7-day 'cooling off' period, should you wish to cancel this
appointment.

In addition, should there be concerns about the quality of our service, these can be referred to our
professional standards institutes comprising the Architect’s Registration Board and the Royal Institute of
British Architects.
There will be Authority fees for both applications and I will send a link once the information is provided
for the Chesham Council to make a direct payment. The progress of the applications will be conditional on
this payment being made promptly.
If you wish to proceed please date, sign and then email me this letter of appointment and HHA will
Countersign and return a digital duplicate and then we can begin the project.
I very much look forward to continuing these exciting projects.
Yours Faithfully,

Hugo Hardy Architect
RIBA/Arb Chartered Architect
www.hugohardyarchitect.com
T: 07881428701
E-mail:mail@hugohardy.com

Client Signature:

Date Signed:

Apply for consent
Consult interested parties
Before you apply for consent to carry out works, you should talk to:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

the owners of the land
the commons council or association (if there is one)
all active commoners
others with a legal interest, for example tenants, anyone who has an
easement or other rights and covenants over the land
any parish, district, city or county council in the same area as the land
Natural England
Historic England
National Park Authority (if the area you want to work on is in a National
Park)
the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) conservation board or
joint advisory committee (if the area of land you want to work on is in
an AONB)
the Open Spaces Society

If you can reach a consensus with these interested parties, this may make your
application more likely to succeed.
You may also want to talk to:
all known commoners (whether they’re actively using their rights or not)
• Wildlife Trusts
• Local Access Forums
• Campaign to Protect Rural England
• Ramblers’ Association
• local amenity societies if there are any in the area where the land is
• anyone living on the land who could be affected by your planned works
You need to follow the principles set out in ‘A Common Purpose: a guide to
agreeing management on common land’.
•

Complete an application form
Download and complete a section 38 application form if you want to do work that
needs consent.

The Planning Inspectorate has a series of guidance sheets to help you with your
application.
Send your application to the Planning Inspectorate.

Publicising your application
When you’ve sent your application form, you must give public notice:
•
•

in a local newspaper - check Annex A of the notes for making an
application to find out how you should write this notice
by putting a sign up at the main points of entry to the common land

Your notice must tell people where they can see the application if they want to
examine it further.
You must also send it to:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

the owners of the land
the commons council or association (if there is one)
all known commoners (whether they’re actively using their rights or not)
any others with a legal interest, for example tenants, anyone who has an
easement or other rights over the land
the relevant Parish Council
the relevant District, City or Borough Council
the relevant Commons Registration Authority
Natural England
Historic England
the relevant National Park Authority (if the area you want to work on is in
a National Park)
the relevant Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) Conservation
Board or joint advisory committee (if the area of land you want to work on
is in an AONB)
the Open Spaces Society
the relevant local authority archaeological service

You must give interested parties a minimum of 28 days from the posting of the
notice to comment to the Planning Inspectorate.

Comparison Attendance and Sales Figures for Pantomime 2013 to 2021
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