Chesham Town Council
Bill Richards
Town Clerk

Tel: 01494 774842
Fax: 01494 582908

www.chesham.gov.uk
Email: admin@chesham.gov.uk

18th October 2019

Dear Councillor,

You are SUMMONED to attend a meeting of the CHESHAM TOWN COUNCIL to be held in the Council Chamber, The
Town Hall, Chesham, on
MONDAY 28th OCTOBER 2019 AT 7.30pm
AGENDA
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Apologies for absence.
To confirm Minutes of the Council Meeting on the 9th September 2019.
Declarations of Interest.
Public Question Time: A period of up to 15 minutes or less, as the case may be, will be allowed for
members of the public present, who are electors or residents in the parish of Chesham, to ask
questions primarily in respect of items on the agenda of this Town Council meeting but also in the
interests of wider public discussion.
To receive the Mayoral engagements (to follow) and any other announcements as the Town Mayor
may wish to lay before the Council including presentation of Past Mayoral Badges.
To receive and consider the Minutes of the under mentioned Committees:
Planning Committee of the 9th September and the 7th October 2019.
Recreation and Arts Committee of the 7th October 2019.
Finance Committee of the 21st October 2019 (to follow).
Climate Emergency Update.
Support for Local Electricity Bill.
Annual Donations 2019.
Chesham Neighbourhood Plan.
Devolved Services from 2020.
To receive and consider Payments No: 3
Yours sincerely
Bill Richards
Town Clerk
th

Circulation to all Councillors. Publication date 18 October 2019.
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Report of the Officers to a meeting of the Council
on Monday 28th October 2019

AGENDA ITEM NO: 7 - CLIMATE EMERGENCY
UPDATE
Reporting Officers: Bill Richards (01494 583824) and Kathryn Graves
(01494 583798)
Summary
1.

To receive an update on the Council’s work to address the climate emergency.
Background Information

2.

The Council declared a climate emergency on the 9th September 2019 and
resolved that the council will ‘use all practical means to reduce any negative
impact of Council services on the environment, with an aspiration to be carbon
neutral by 2030’ (Min no. 37).
Financial Implications

3.

As outlined within the report.
Strategic Objectives

4.

Work to become carbon neutral is in line with the Council’s Environmental Policy
and strategic objective 3 ‘To preserve the unique identity of Chesham and
promote its heritage and its environment.’
Equality Act Implications

5.

None pertaining to the work at its present stage.
Detailed Consideration

6.

Council Audit
The Carbon Trust has suggested that the Council could use two different methods
to achieve carbon neutrality:
(i)
Energy Audit
Energy audits are a means of examining buildings to identify opportunities for
carbon savings. This looks at how the site operates, including energy controls and
maintenance procedures, as well the main energy using systems.
Recommendations will then be suggested for ways in which the energy efficiency
of the site can be improved, such as retrofitting the building with energy efficient
technologies to address the hotspots of energy consumption.

(ii)
Carbon Footprinting
Organisational footprinting quantifies the direct and indirect emissions associated
with the council’s sites and activities. In this context, examples of indirect
emissions are emissions from electricity the council purchases and employee
business travel. Opportunities are identified for emissions reductions, in turn
reducing the council’s environmental impact and energy costs. Once the
emissions have been measured, consultants can model this information using the
target of net zero by 2030 to develop an action plan.
The Carbon Trust’s Footprint Manager software enables organisations to measure,
manage, and reduce their carbon, energy, water and waste footprint. The software
is designed to support organisations that have a need to collate data from multiple
sites. It is a reporting tool, so is capable of generating reports and graphics based
on footprinting data but not action plans.
(iii) Bespoke Carbon Management Plan
The Carbon Trust has a public sector team that delivers bespoke carbon
management
plans
(for
example:
https://www.carbontrust.com/ourclients/c/colchester-borough-council/).
All three options are likely to cost in the region of £10,000 to £15,000. Due to the
significant costs involved in all three options, your officers are of the view that at
a number of different service providers should be investigated before a decision is
made. Your officers have approached Sustainable Chesham for contacts to other
providers.
7.

Behaviour Change
The Policy and Projects Officer met with Tom Beeston, Chief Officer of the
Chiltern Society (a Town Partner) to discuss working together on their new
Cleaner, Greener Chilterns campaign. The campaign is in the preliminary stages
of development with a view to launching in early 2020. The aim of the campaign
is to get people of all ages actively doing their bit to improve their local
environment. Key areas of the campaign will be around water, earth, waste, food
and air with the promotion of tangible, achievable behavioural changes which will
reduce residents’ impact on the environment.
There appears to be good potential for synergy between this campaign and the
council’s climate emergency work. Your officers will continue to liaise with the
Chiltern Society as the campaign develops.

8.

Web Site
It will be simple to create a Climate Emergency page on the Council web site that
can, amongst other things, provide timely updates on the Council’s activities.
Your officers are currently looking at page structure and potential content.

Recommendation
That the report be noted and the Council does not consider engaging the
Carbon Trust until other auditing options are investigated through
Sustainable Chesham.
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AGENDA ITEM NO: 8 – SUPPORT FOR LOCAL
ELECTRICITY BILL
Reporting Officer: Bill Richards (01494 583824)
Summary
1.

To consider supporting the campaign to turn the Local Electricity Bill into law.
Background Information

2.

The council declared a climate emergency on the 9th September 2019 and resolved
that the council will ‘use all practical means to reduce any negative impact of Council
services on the environment, with an aspiration to be carbon neutral by 2030’ (Min
no. 37).
Financial Implications

3.

None pertaining to the report.
Strategic Objectives

4.

The proposal is in line with the Council’s Environmental Policy and strategic
objective 3 ‘To encourage and promote the economic and commercial vitality of
Chesham in a way that encourages sustainable employment opportunities, housing
and business facilities that respect the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in which it
is situated’.
Equality Act Implications

5.

None pertaining to the work at its present stage.
Detailed Consideration

6.

A request has been received from the ‘Power for People’ campaigning group seeking
this, and other town and parish council’s support. The Group is a not-for-profit
organisation which is campaigning for the Local Electricity Bill which it devised – to
become law. The Bill is currently supported by a cross-party group of 115 MPs.

7.

The Bill aims to solve the current problem whereby local renewable energy
generators, such as community energy groups, are unable to sell energy that they
generate to local people. This is because of the huge setup and running costs involved
in doing so. The Bill would fix this problem by establishing a Right to Local Supply
that would make the costs of selling locally generated clean energy proportionate to
the scale of the operation. This would benefit the existing community energy groups
across the country and, even more excitingly, create the opportunity for huge growth
in such groups and other local clean energy providers.

8.

The Group suggests that: ‘If the Bill became law, it would be excellent news for Parish
and Town Councils that wished to set up their own energy companies to sell locally
generated renewable energy to local people, as the set up and running costs involved
would be proportionate and thus a fraction of what they are now. The revenues
received by such councils could be ploughed back into local emissions reduction
schemes and other local services and facilities.’ The Bill, if becoming law, could, of
course be utilised by our partner organisations such as Sustainable Chesham to lead on
such initiatives in partnership with the Council or by the Council directly.

9.

The Group has asked whether the Council could assist the campaign by doing either or
both of the following:
i. Pass a motion in support of the Local Electricity Bill. A model resolution is attached.
ii. Sign up to the campaign which can be found at www.powerforpeople.org.uk/sign-up

10.

The Council may wish to move and agree the Motion immediately or give the matter
further investigation by referring to a Recreation and Arts Committee or working
party. However such an initiative would appear to accord entirely with the Council’s
Environment Policy and position on Climate Change.

Recommendation
That the Council formally move a motion to formally support the Local
Electricity Bill and sign up to the campaign to progress this.

Council Draft Resolution
That Chesham Town Council
(i)

acknowledges the efforts that this council has made to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and promote renewable energy;

(ii)

recognises that councils can play a central role in creating sustainable
communities, particularly through the provision of locally generated renewable
electricity;

(iii)

further recognises


that very large financial setup and running costs involved in selling locally
generated renewable electricity to local customers result in it being impossible
for local renewable electricity generators to do so,



that making these financial costs proportionate to the scale of a renewable
electricity supplier’s operation would create significant opportunities for
councils to be providers of locally generated renewable electricity directly to
local people, businesses and organisations, and



that revenues received by councils that became local renewable electricity
providers could be used to help fund local greenhouse gas emissions
reduction measures and to help improve local services and facilities;

(iv)

accordingly resolves to support the Local Electricity Bill, currently supported by a
cross-party group of 115 MPs, and which, if made law, would make the setup and
running costs of selling renewable electricity to local customers proportionate by
establishing a Right to Local Supply; and

(v)

further resolves to


inform the local media of this decision,



write to local MPs, asking them to support the Bill, and



write to the organisers of the campaign for the Bill, Power for People, (at 8
Delancey Passage, Camden, London NW1 7NN or
info@powerforpeole.org.uk) expressing its support.
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AGENDA ITEM NO: 9 – ANNUAL DONATIONS 2019
Reporting Officer: Steve Pearson (01494 583825) and Colette Littley (01494 774842)
Summary
1.

To consider the level of financial assistance to local organisations in 2019/2020.
Background Information

2.

Each year the Town Council supports local organisations by awarding grants towards the cost of funding
new projects or maintaining the cost of funding their existing services. This year it will be done using the
General Power of Competence as adopted by the Council at its meeting held on the 5th November 2012
minute 57. The total amount available in this year’s budget for donations to local organisations is £10,000,
split £5,000 each to Annual Donations local organizations and Town Partners’ support.

3.

The Policy & Resources Committee agreed at its meeting held on 16th October 2006 (Minute No. 31) that
“no grant should be made to late applications but those applications received before the deadline but
without up-to-date accounts could be offered a grant, subject to the accounts being received before the
next Council meeting”.

4.

The Policy and Resources Committee of the 17th December 2007 appointed a small working party to
assess the matter of annual donations and the working party undertook a review of the application form
which now includes a reference to the Council’s objectives and some other minor amendments.

5.

Due to problems with quorum numbers following Declarations of Interests (and subsequent leaving of the
Chamber) at past Policy & Resources Committees, donations are now brought straight to Council.

6.

At the Council meeting in November 2009, Members discussed the number of very small local charitable
grant requests requesting less than a £100. After some debate it was agreed to award a donation but to
write to the secretary of each charity to say they would be unlikely to receive a donation in future unless
they merged. This was done and a further report was made to the Policy and Resources Committee on the
28th June 2010 explaining why the charities in question could not merge due to their different
constitutions and trustees.

7.

At the Finance Committee Meeting of 30 July 2018, it was agreed “that the Mayor and Deputy Mayor
be nominated to assess Donations with officers starting this financial year.”

8.

At the Finance Committee Meeting of 30 July 2018 it was agreed that from the next financial year
2019/2020 the following changes would be implemented:
 Donations/grants to be split into Annual Donations and Town Partners’ support where the
latter – possibly additionally including the Xmas Day Party for the Elderly - could apply
anytime during the year to defray its running costs while the former could apply only under
the current timetable and with the same criteria.
 £ 5K to be allocated to each budget with the £1K community events budget to be dropped
 A cap of £500 be implemented for Donations “Except in Exceptional circumstances”
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Financial Implications
9.

As detailed within the report.

Strategic Objectives
10.

Helping local organisations would accord with following strategic aims 1 ‘To enable residents to enjoy
high–quality social, recreational and cultural facilities within the town and to seek the continuing
improvement and development of these facilities in accordance with the desires expressed by the
residents.’ and 5 ‘‘To help create a socially inclusive and caring community, which embraces all its
residents equally, seeking to develop their well-being, knowledge, understanding and mutual cooperation’.
Detailed Consideration
ORGANISATIONS FOR DONATION CONSIDERATION

11.

A total of 28 local applications have been submitted for the current financial year, less than last year.
Additional supporting information is available at the Town Hall should any Member wish to inspect these
documents. Your officers and the Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor have given due
consideration to the objectives of this Council, the nature of the grant, local resonance and the
finances of the organisation and suggest the following grants be made:
Chesham Allotments Group – Town Partner
Organisations’ Objectives- The group represents the allotment tenants who rent plots from
Chesham Town Council. They act as a channel of communication between them and the council
and as a support group for tenants.
Purpose of Application- The retaining sleepers around the Focal Point are showing signs of rot
and decay and they fear that they will become a safety hazard. They wish to replace them.
No donation was made last year, and a request for £500 has been made this year
It is recommended that a donation of £ 500 be made.
Chesham and District Community Association (The White Hill Centre).- Town Partner
Organisations’ Objectives- To offer residents high quality social, recreational and cultural
activities within the town and seek to continually improve and develop their facilities in
accordance with the desires expressed by members who are predominantly residents of Chesham.
Purpose of Application- Roller Blinds for the Coffee Lounge
No donation was made last year, and a request for £500 has been made this year
It is recommended that a donation of £500 be made.
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Chesham Connect – Town Partner
Organisations’ Objectives- To be the Hub of the local Community supporting voluntary and
community groups. Providing advice, financial help and encouragement to both new and
established groups for the wider benefit of Chesham.
To use the many talents of members, developing communication between organisations and
individuals working to improve the area.
To increase the community participation in and around Chesham and The Greater Chesham area.
Purpose of Application- For Christmas in Chesham 2019
A donation of £450 was made last year and a request for £500 has been made this year
It is recommended that a donation of £500 be made.
Chesham in Bloom – Town Partner
Organisations’ Objectives- to care for and improve the local environment within the Chesham
Town Council boundaries:
To help develop areas of the town into attractive green public spaces or floral displays, or enhance
existing areas/displays.
To support and encourage local residents, businesses, schools and organisations to value and
improve the local environment.
To work with any interested people, groups or organisations to enhance and protect the natural
environment in Chesham.
To promote horticulture to the residents, businesses and organisations of Chesham.
Purpose of Application- Bulb Planting around the Town. To support two Neighbourhood
projects. To sow wild flower beds. To provide extra weedkiller for the depot to use along the
judging route.
No donation was made last year, and a request for £430 has been made this year
It is recommended that a donation of £430 be made.
Chesham Environmental Group - Town Partner
Organisations’ Objectives – To maintain the environmental cleanliness and beauty of the Town.
Purpose of Application – To cover the cost of the Group’s insurance and to buy equipment
needed and to pay for social media advertising.
A donation of £170 was awarded last year and a request for £500 has been made this year.
It is recommended that a grant of £500 be made.
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Chesham Evening Women’s Institute.
Organisations’ Objectives - To support local women who need company and conversation, to
support the younger women through various initiatives including support for the current
government backed campaign for more readily available smear tests and to prevent period poverty.
Purpose of Application – Supporting the Red Box Period for Poverty Scheme. Currently
providing Chiltern Hills, Chartridge and Ivingswood Schools with a red box. Each box contains
feminine hygiene goods and underwear so that no young lady will ever be without during the
school day and they can also take the contents if they cannot afford these at home. These need to
be kept stocked up. They are looking to expand the scheme into other local schools.
No donation was made last year, and a request for £300 has been made this year
It is recommended that a donation of £300 be made.
Chesham Museum – Town Partner
Organisations’ Objectives – To establish and maintain the museum for the benefit of the public
and to advance education by displaying and promoting aspects of the history of Chesham and the
people from the town; involving the people of the town in history projects.
Purpose of Application – to update the timeline of Chesham and attach it to the outside of
Broadway Baptist Church.
No donation was made last year, and a request for £500 has been made this year
It is recommended that a donation of £500 be made.
Chesham Old People’s Christmas Day Party Appeal
Organisations’ Objectives –to provide a Christmas Day lunch party for the elderly in Chesham,
Amersham and Little Chalfont, who would otherwise spend Christmas Day alone.
Purpose of Application- to assist with the 2019 Christmas meal. To help create a socially
inclusive and caring community.
A donation of £200 was made last year and a request for £200 has been made this year.
It is recommended that a grant of £200 be made.
Chesham Over 50’s Positive Action Group (COPAG) – Town Partner
Organisations’ Objectives – To provide opportunities for older people to meet together and
promote information exchange and networking. To strive for the equality of access to information
and service for older people. To liaise with any Local Authority or service provider.
Purpose of Application – To help pay for speakers at their monthly meetings in order to keep
members informed of issues like security, scams and keep up to date with new ideas, and to
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subsidise a trip to Aston Pottery and a trip to the Battle of Britain Bunker. To help with their
Christmas lunch and entertainment.
A donation of £400 was awarded last year and a request for £400 has been made this year.
It is recommended that a grant of £400 be made.
Chesham Photographic Club
Organisations’ Objectives – To promote the study and practice of photography for the mutual
benefit of Club members and the local community.
Purpose of Application – Financial assistance towards the hire of the Town Hall for their Annual
photographic competition at which the Mayor presents the awards to the winners of the club’s
phonepix competition for people under 18.
A donation of £200 was awarded last year and a request for £200 has been made this year.
It is recommended that a grant of £100 be made.
Chesham Station Garden Revival
Organisations’ Objectives- The maintenance and improvement of the Station Garden.
Purpose of Application – Purchase of seeds and plants for year 2020.Improved interpretation
boards.
A donation of £250 was awarded last year and a request for £250 has been made this year.
It is recommended that a grant of £250 be made.
Chesham Students & Apprentices Fund Trustees
Organisations’ Objectives – To help Chesham area students who either go into an apprenticeship
or go on to Further Education at a college or university with the purchase of books or tools.
Purpose of Application – To help local students purchase books/tools to further applicants’
education.
A donation of £150 was awarded last year and request for £150 has been made this year.
It is recommended that a grant of £150 be made
Chesham Sick Poor Fund.
Organisation’s Objectives – to assist people living on the local community who are experiencing
the effects of disadvantage, hardship and ill health.
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Purpose of Application – To contribute to the immediate needs fund enabling small grants to be
given to those in crises as a result of delays with universal credit.
No donation was made last year and a request for £250 has been made this year.
It is recommended that a grant of £250 be made.
Chesham Walkers are Welcome – Town Partner
Organisations’ Objectives – (1) To encourage recreational walking of residents and; (2) To
encourage sustainable tourism into the Town by designing walking routes which incorporate
Chesham as the main focus; (3) To encourage visitors to use retail outlets by the use of shop
window stickers and; (4) To continue to promote Chesham as a Walkers are Welcome Town- the
only one in Buckinghamshire and in the Chilterns.
Purpose of Application – To assist in the support of the Affiliation Fee (£100). Revision and
reprint of food trail leaflet. Design and printing of flyer to publicise new Walking App.
A donation of £100 was awarded last year and a request for £500 has been made this year.
It is recommended that a grant of £400 be made.
Chesham Youth Centre
Organisation’s Objectives- To engage with more young people in the community in order to give
them a greater say in their town. The organisation is to be established in September and will meet
every six weeks.
Purpose of Application- To re-cover and repair the snooker table.
No donation was made last year and a request for £100 has been made this year.
It is recommended that a grant of £100 be made.
Chilterns Dial a Ride.
Organisations’ Objectives- To provide bespoke, door to door transport service to the growing
numbers of people in the community who have mobility problems and so cannot get out and about
and thus for these often vulnerable and isolated people to regain and maintain a measure of
independence.
Purpose of Application – A contribution towards the anticipated passenger journeys for the
coming year (which is 1492), average cost of this is £10,444 and to support the ongoing initiative
of organising social outings for groups of local people with mobility problems and limited means.
No donation was made last year and a request for £1,800 has been made this year.
See para 13 recommendation below.
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Chiltern Harriers Athletic Club.
Organisations’ Objectives – The only athletic club in the area aims to promote athletics and to
provide coaching and competitive opportunities fun fulfilment and to help people to reach their
full potential.
Purpose of Application – Chiltern Junior Triathlon 2020
No donation was made last year and a request for £500 has been made this year.
It is recommended that a grant of £250 be made.
Elmtree Friends and Family
Organisations’ Objectives – To advance the education of pupils in the school by developing
extended relations between staff and parents, engage in activities which support the school and
advance the education of pupils, provide and assist the provision of facilities of education at the
school.
Purpose of Application – Expanding and enhancing the gardening club and to provide materials
for the Early Years outside play area.
No donation was made last year and a request for £500 has been made this year
It is recommended that a grant of £250 be made.
Fairtade Chesham – Town Partner
Organisations’ Objectives - The relief of poverty by raising public awareness in Chesham of the
benefits to poor, majority world producers of the Fairtrade label and by encouraging the people in
Chesham to sell, serve and buy goods bearing the Fairtrade label. To maintain Fairtrade Town
status for Chesham.
Purpose of Application - The 2020 Fairtrade Celebratory Dinner – as the first Fairtrade Town in
Buckinghamshire, Chesham will hit the significant milestone of having been a Fairtrade Town for
15 years in 2020. We plan to hold a sit-down dinner open to all residents and with most
ingredients sourced from local Chesham businesses to celebrate this and raise awareness of the
value of Fairtrade. The theme will be ’15 years, 15 countries, 15 dishes’ with entertainment as
well.
No donation was made last year and a request for £500 has been made this year.
It is recommended that a grant of £500 be made.
Rachael Johnson Trusts Education & Eleemosynary
Organisations’ Objectives – To help local students who are entering Further Education or
University with a grant towards books. To help the sick/poor of the Chesham area.
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Purpose of Application – Provide grants to students and the sick poor.
A donation of £150 was awarded last year and a request for £150 has been made this year.
It is recommended that a grant of £150 be made
Priors Charity
Organisations’ Objectives- To award grants to Chesham Area Students who enter further
education towards Books and equipment.
Purpose of Application – Provide grants to students up to the age of 25.
A donation of £100 was made last year and a request for £100 has been made this year.
It is recommended that a grant of £100 be made.
RAF Air Cadets 2204 (Chesham and Amersham) Squadron.
Organisations’ Objectives – To be a modern, dynamic, sustainable air-minded youth organisation
of choice that offers fun and challenging opportunities to young people and adult volunteers and
develops citizens with valuable skills for the future.
Purpose of Application – Expedition equipment to renew existing as well as increase resources to
cater for the expanding Squadron and attract new Cadets.
No donation was made last year and a request for £500 has been made this year.
It is recommended that a grant of £250 be made.
The Schools of Chesham Carnival
Organisations’ Objectives – The objective is to provide an annual community event in Chesham
Town Centre , based in Lowndes Park preceded by a carnival procession running through the
Town Centre for all local schools, charities and businesses to enter.
Purpose of Application – To help with insurance costs, and to cover first aid requirements.
A donation of £400 was made last year and a request for £400 has been made this year
The Town Council assists the Carnival by supplying additional toilets at a cost of £210. The
carnival pays £100 for use of the park.
It is recommended that a grant of £400 be made.
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Sparkles – Supporting Children with Down’s Syndrome.
Organisations’ Objectives – A parent-led charity funding the provision of speech and language,
physiotherapy and occupational therapy sessions to pre-school children with Down’s Syndrome
living in and around Buckinghamshire. To provide a support network and activities for their
parents and siblings.
Purpose of Application – A new Down Right Amazing Christmas project encompassing posters,
information leaflets, Christmas cards, calendars to ensure that Down’s Syndrome awareness is not
just on Down’s Syndrome awareness day.
No Donation was made last year and a request for £500 has been made this year.
It is recommended that no grant be awarded since the organisation seemed well-financed
and there was little evidence of Chesham based support.
Town Bridge Court Residents Association.
Organisations’ Objectives – To provide residents (aged between 70-102) with social activities
during the year and provide comfortable surroundings and garden and an annual Christmas dinner.
Purpose of Application – A Residents Christmas dinner outing to the Red Lion Public House.
No donation was made last year and a request for £500 has been made this year.
It is recommended that a grant of £100 be made.
Chesham United Reformed Church
Organisations’ Objectives - ‘TLG MAKE LUNCH’ - enables and equips churches to bring hope
to the struggling through holiday lunch clubs. Each club provides free meals to children and
families who would otherwise go hungry. Started at Easter 2018.
Purpose of Application- Make Lunch Chesham under the charity TLG - to assist towards food
cost and to fund Christmas Shoe boxes for struggling families.
A donation of £240 was made last year and request for £500 has been made this year.
It is recommended that a grant of £500 be made.
Wednesday Stretch and Flex Waterside Chesham.
Organisations’ Objectives – To provide regular physical activity for over 50’s living in
Waterside.
Purpose of Application- To replace worn out old equipment.
No donation was made last year and a request for £30 has been made this year
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It is recommended that a grant of £30.00 be made.* (*Council has previously agreed that a
minimum award should be £100 but as this was not made clear to the applicant, it was agreed to
support this request - with a minimum as well as maximum amount being displayed on the
application form from next year)
W J Standring Bequest
Organisations Objectives-The trustees as per their mandate award grants to Chesham area
students who either enter further Education Courses at a college or university toward books and
equipment.
Purpose of Application- To help with grants to students.
A donation of £100 was made last year and a request for £100 has been received this year.
It is recommended that £100 be awarded.
Summary
12.

The panel has worked on the principle of giving the Town Partners the full requested amount
which totals £4,380. The Council is expecting a bid for funding from Sustainable Chesham shortly
and since Town Partners can apply throughout the year and the Council is committed to swift
action on climate change initiatives, it is recommended that the underspend of £620 be
provisionally earmarked for this.

13.

In respect to other donations, there is currently an underspend of £1,670. The panel was of the
view that Dial-a-Ride’s request for a figure well in excess of the £500 cap ‘except in exceptional
circumstances’ be determined by the Council. Obviously if the Council wishes to commit the
remaining balance to Dial-a Ride, this will be close to the £1,800 figure it is seeking. If Members
do not believe there are exceptional circumstances (relevant application page on this attached)
then an amount of £500 can be awarded and the remaining monies simply added to balances.
A list of the above grant recommendations is detailed below for Members’ assistance.

* Town Council Partner

Name of Organisation
CHESHAM ALLOTMENTS GROUP*
CHESHAM & DISTRICT COMMUNITY
ASSOC*
CHESHAM CONNECT*
CHESHAM IN BLOOM *
CHESHAM ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP*
CHSHAM EVENING WOMENS
INSTITUTE
CHESHAM MUSEUM *
CHESHAM OLD PEOPLES CHRISTMAS

Amount Requested
£
500
500

Recommended Award
£
500
500

500
430
500
300

500
430
500
300

500
200

500
200
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DAY PARTY
CHESHAM OVER 50’S POSITIVE ACTION
GROUP (COPAG)*
CHESHAM PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB
CHESHAM STATION GARDEN REVIVAL
CHESHAM STUDENTS AND
APPRENTICES FUND
CHESHAM SICK POOR FUND
CHESHAM WALKERS ARE WELCOME*
CHESHAM YOUTH CENTRE
CHILTERNS DIAL A RIDE
CHILTERN HARRIERS ATHLETIC CLUB
ELMTREE FRIENDS AND FAMILY
FAIRTRADE CHESHAM*
RACHEL JOHNSON TRUSTS EDUCATION
AND ELEEMOSYNARY*
PRIORS CHARITY
RAF AIR CADETS CHESHAM AND
AMERSHAM SQUADRON
SCHOOLS OF CHESHAM CARNIVAL
SPARKLES –SUPPORTING CHILDREN
WITH DOWN’S SYNDROME
TOWN BRIDGE COURT RESIDENTS
ASSOC.
CHESHAM UNITED REFORMED
CHURCH
WEDNESDAY STRETCH & FLEX
WATERSIDE
W J STANDRING BEQUEST
TOTAL
Town Council Partners’ Support
Local Organisations

14.

400

400

200
250
150

100
250
150

250
400
100
1,800
500
500
500
150

250
400
100
?
250
250
500
150

100

100

500
400

250
400

500

0

500

100

500

500

30
100

30
100

11,260
BUDGET
5,000
5,000

7,710
GRANT TOTAL
4,380
3,330

Members are welcome to view the full applications at the Town Hall before the meeting upon request.

Recommendation
1. That the donations as recommended be approved and these payments be
agreed using the Power of Competence.
2. That the Council determine the amount to be awarded to Chilterns Dial-ARide

Report of the Officers to a meeting of the Council
on Monday 28th October 2019

AGENDA ITEM NO: 10 - CONFIRMATION OF
INTENTION TO PROCEED WITH A
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Reporting Officer: Bill Richards (01494 583824)
Summary
1.

To confirm the intention to progress with a Neighbourhood Plan and confirm the
neighbourhood area thereof.
Background Information

2.

The Council’s Local Plan Working Party has been charged with looking at the
development of a Neighbourhood Plan now its comments on the revised Local Plan
have been submitted.
Financial Implications

3.

None presently but the engagement of professional support services may be required
in the future as a Plan is developed.
Strategic Objectives

4.

Accords with Strategic Objective 4 ‘To consult with, understand and represent the
views and wishes of the citizens of Chesham’.
Equality Act Implications

5.

None pertaining to the work at its present stage.
Detailed Consideration

6.

Attached are the notes from the last Neighbourhood Plan Working Party. Clearly the
first action is to register a designated area for the Neighbourhood Plan to cover. A
Planning Officer at Chiltern District Council has advised the following:

7.

‘To apply for the designation of a neighbourhood area, the regulations (‘Town and
Country Planning England – The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations
2012’ as amended) require you to write to the local planning authority. The
application must include a map showing the area to which the neighbourhood area
will apply. A statement explaining why the area is considered appropriate to be a
designated as a neighbourhood area and a statement that the organisation making the
application is the relevant body under the act.
I would usually advise that the application letter includes a reference to a Town
Council meeting/Minutes where the Town Council has agreed to the designation of a
neighbourhood area application or the formation of a neighbourhood plan group/

agreed to progress a neighbourhood plan – this avoids any potential challenge that
the person making the application doesn’t have the authority to make the application.
You are obviously aware of the neighbourhood areas currently in Chiltern District
and you can see their respective neighbourhood area application details on the
Chiltern website under neighbourhood planning. More recent examples can be found
on the South Bucks Website the most recent neighbourhood area application being
made for Fulmer Parish.
I do not consider that you would need to employ any consultant for this stage of the
process with the majority of the applications in both Chiltern and South Bucks being
submitted by the relevant parish clerk. I am happy to review any draft Neighbourhood
Area application paperwork before you formally submit to the council if you would
find that helpful.
In terms of the map it needs to show clearly the area intended to be covered i.e. the
whole parish. We have had examples in the past where the map inaccurately included
areas of adjacent parishes or was so poorly produced to be unreadable.’
8.

In light of the Planning Officer’s advice, it is recommended that the Council formally
agree to the progression of a Neighbourhood Plan, agree that its designated area
should be the whole of the town in terms of its parish boundaries, confirm that the
Council, by making the application, is the relevant body under the act and delegate to
officers the composition of the supporting statements as to why this town boundaries
ought to be the designated area.

9.

In light of general support from Chiltern District Council, the Planning Officer goes
on to advise: ‘To respond to your additional point about support, in the past the
planning policy team have allocated a team member to lead on liaising with the
neighbourhood plan groups. Obviously, the members of the policy team are tied up in
the progression of the Local Plan and the CIL examination and the team is currently
understaffed. As such it is unlikely that we would be able to allocate a dedicated
officer.
Bearing this in mind it would be helpful to have an idea of your timetable for
production of the neighbourhood plan. We would advise that the neighbourhood plan
stages follow behind the emerging Local Plan so that there is no abortive work on the
neighbourhood plan. It would also be helpful before any meeting to have an idea of
your intentions for the neighbourhood area.
In terms of access to district council evidence, you are fortunate that all of the
Districts’ up-to-date evidence is available alongside the emerging Local Plan on the
council website. Once we have idea of your programme we can try and arrange a
meeting.’

Recommendation
1. That the Council formally agree to the Neighbourhood Plan being
progressed; the Council be confirmed as the applicant; the
designated area be the town boundaries and officers submit
statements to the planning authority as to why this should be.
2. That Chiltern District Council possible constraints on on-going
support be noted.

Neighbourhood Working Party Meeting – 1st October 2019
Held at Chesham Town Council Offices at 19.00
Present: Cllrs Noel Brown (NB), Roderick McCulloch (RM), Jane MacBean (JM)
Bill Richards (BR) – Town Clerk, Kathryn Graves (KG) – Policy and Projects Officer.
Apologies: Cllrs Nick Southworth, Joseph Baum, Alan Bacon and Diana Varley.
1. Neighbourhood Plan Process
The following actions were agreed upon to initiate the process of developing a
Neighbourhood Plan:






BR will speak to planning officers at Chiltern District Council to find out about
basic registration process. This will allow us to determine whether this is
something that town council officers can undertake without assistance from a
consultant. JM will set up a meeting with Mark Jaggard from CDC.
Officers will look at briefs created by other parish councils who have used
consultants to devise their local plans.
A representative from West Bletchley Town Council will be invited to come
and talk to the Neighbourhood Plan Working Party about their experiences.
NB will talk to Cllr Linda Smith about Chalfont St Peter’s Neighbourhood Plan,
particularly in relation to the changing of sites.

2. Chesham Renaissance
JM will request an update from Chesham Renaissance to be provided to this group.
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Report of the Officers to a meeting of the Council
on Monday 28th October 2019

AGENDA ITEM NO: 11- CONTINUATION OF
DEVOLVED SERVICES UNDER NEW UNITARY
AUTHORITY
Reporting Officer: Bill Richards (01494 583824)
Summary
1.

To confirm the Council’s wish to continue to operate devolved services for a two year
contract with Buckinghamshire Council.
Background Information

2.

The Council has been undertaking devolved services in terms of highway verges etc
maintenance on behalf of Buckinghamshire County Council for four years.
Financial Implications

3.

Currently the Council receives £20,851 per annum and the Council will continue to
receive this sum from the new authority.
Strategic Objectives

4.

Accords with Strategic Objective 4 ‘To consult with, understand and represent the
views and wishes of the citizens of Chesham’.
Equality Act Implications

5.

None pertaining to this report.
Detailed Consideration

6.

Buckinghamshire Council’s Shadow Executive has agreed the extension of existing
highways devolution contracts for 2 years for those local councils who already have
an agreement. Expressions of Interest from local councils who wish to continue
delivering devolved highways services in their community must be received by
Thursday 31st October 2019.

7.

The devolved services undertaken by the Parks and Premises team has generally been
deemed a success. The number of verge side cuts have increased from 4 cuts a year to
currently 8 since March. The team has also been much more responsive to tackling
problems as and when they occur particularly with swift cutting back of vegetation
across pathways and rights of way. Members therefore may well wish to see this
service continued. Attached is a brief report from the Parks and Premises Manager on
the service for this administrative year to date.

8.

In terms of further devolution, this is still to be finalised, and once further details on
this and the community board areas are confirmed, these will be subject to a further
report from your officers.

Recommendation
1. That the Council formally agree to the principle of a two year
contract (subject to any legal matters) being agreed with
Buckinghamshire Council from April 2020 to continue the
highway maintenance devolved services agreement.

Devolved Services Report for 2019 season – Parks and
Premises Manager


Devolved services started this year in the second week of March 2019 with our first cut. We
have tried to cut every 3rd week throughout the season to present day (18th October). We
have just started our 8th cut and the grass is still growing. We are hoping this will be the last
cut for this year as weather has now turned wet and verges are slippery.



Weed control has had 2 applications this year on major roads in and out of Chesham and we
hope to do the same next year.



Hedges have been challenging this year with massive growth spurts with Hivings Hill being
one of the worst areas. Hedges and brambles have been cut at least 4 times during summer
period. The imminent arrival of the hedge flail should help alleviate some of these pressures.
Hedges down footpaths have also been cut as and when reported to Town Hall as being
overgrown.



We have had a few problems throughout the year with machinery - one being a major
breakdown of the front deck cutter. Fortunately, our insurance company paid out for a new
one.



During winter months road signs will be cleaned and any damage reported to BCC/TFB. Any
paths that need edging back will also be done during these months. The team will also
undertake winter maintenance – gritting the High St etc – as and when required.

Summary.

All in all a good season. The Operatives have worked hard (particularly with one member being off
sick for several weeks) and we will have done 8 cuts on highway verges. The public seem generally
happy with few complaints. Any complaints about hedges have been dealt with swiftly, resulting in
good feedback.
Current machinery is generally coping well. However the Kubota ride-on which was bought
specifically for devolved services is now showing signs of wear and we may need to look at this if
devolved services continue as this machine is out daily and does a lot of hard work on often difficult
cutting terrain.

AGENDA ITEM NO: 12
CHESHAM TOWN COUNCIL

PAYMENTS NO: 3
In accordance with Financial Regulation number 5.2
‘The RFO shall prepare a schedule of payments requiring ratification, forming part of the
Agenda for the Meeting and, together with the relevant invoices, present the schedule to the
council. The council shall review the schedule for compliance and, having satisfied itself shall
authorise payment by a resolution of the council.’

Monday 28th OCTOBER 2019
£
August 2019
September
TOTAL

p

193,194.43
176,104.44
369,298.87

Petty Cash /Credit Card items over £500:
20/07/19 Music Store
Headset and transmitter-Elgiva
08/08/19 Autorama
Refundable deposit, new vehicle –Depot
14/08/19 Office Furniture Cupboards -Elgiva
16/08/19 Ternex Ltd.
Timber- Meades Gardens Bridge repairs

£ p
615.00
500.00
532.80
528.00

Bill Richards
Town Clerk

Printed on : 18/09/2019

CHESHAM TOWN COUNCIL YEAR END 31.03.2020

At : 09:41

Page No 1

LLOYDS CUR/CALL A/CS
List of Payments made between 01/08/2019 and 31/08/2019

Date Paid

Payee Name

Cheque Ref

01/08/2019

CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL

D/D

01/08/2019

CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL

01/08/2019

CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL

01/08/2019
02/08/2019

Amount Paid Authorized Ref

Transaction Detail

69.00

NON DOMESTIC RATES 2019/2020

D/DA

1,424.00

NON DOMESTIC RATES 2019/2020

D/DB

1,547.00

NON DOMESTIC RATES 2019/2020

CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL

D/DC

3,143.00

NON DOMESTIC RATES 2019/2020

LLOYDS BANK PLC

D/D

02/08/2019

SOUTHERN ELECTRIC

D/DD

02/08/2019

HITACHI CAPITAL BUSINESS

D/D

315.60

05/08/2019

LLOYDS BANK PLC

D/D

3,388.96

05/08/2019

THE RIGHT FUELCARD COMPANYD/DE

08/08/2019

VIRGIN MEDIA BUSINESS LTD

D/D

09/08/2019

JOHN GRAHAM

BACS

1,098.05

09/08/2019

INLAND REVENUE

BACS

14,707.45

PAYE & NHI

09/08/2019

BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL

BACS

14,958.10

SUPERANNUATION JULY 2019

12/08/2019

BARCLAYS MERCHANT

D/DA

62.00

MERCHANT CHARGES JULY 2019

12/08/2019

BARCLAYS MERCHANT

D/DB

182.91

MERCHANT CHARGES JULY 2019

12/08/2019

BARCLAYS MERCHANT

D/DC

354.06

MERCHANT CHARGES JULY 2019

12/08/2019

THE RIGHT FUELCARD COMPANYD/DD

173.04

DIESEL & MONTHLY CHARGES

12/08/2019

HM REVENUE & CUSTOMS

D/D

14/08/2019

BACS B/L Pymnt Page 4376

BACS Pymnt

14/08/2019

FIRST DATA EUROPE LIMITED

D/DE

37.54

MERCHANT CHARGES JULY 2019

14/08/2019

FIRST DATA EUROPE LIMITED

D/DA

249.93

MERCHANT CHARGES JULY 2019

15/08/2019

SCOTTISHPOWER ENERGY

D/DB

72.00

15/08/2019

ARVAL UK LIMITED

D/DC

387.68

15/08/2019

LLOYDS BANK PLC

D/D

56,798.42

15/08/2019

PAYTEK ADMINISTRATION

D/D

18.00

SERVICE CHARGES AUG 2019

15/08/2019

PAYTEK ADMINISTRATION

D/DA

36.00

SERVICE CHARGES AUG 2019

15/08/2019

PAYTEK ADMINISTRATION

D/DB

16.80

SERVICE CHARGES AUG 2019

15/08/2019

LLOYDS PREMIER A/C

15082019

70.80

TRANSFER OF MONIES

16/08/2019

BACS B/L Pymnt Page 4380

BACS Pymnt

19/08/2019

THE RIGHT FUELCARD COMPANYD/DD

190.63

DIESEL

20/08/2019

HITACHI CAPITAL BUSINESS

D/DE

374.40

LEASE RIDE ON MOWER AUG 2019

21/08/2019

TOTAL GAS & POWER

D/DF

111.01

CHARGES UP TO 31/07/2019

21/08/2019

TOTAL GAS & POWER

D/DG

329.55

CHARGES UP TO 31/07/2019

21/08/2019

TOTAL GAS & POWER

D/DH

1,355.59

CHARGES UP TO 31/07/19

23/08/2019

BACS B/L Pymnt Page 4378

BACS Pymnt

7,561.14

BACS B/L Pymnt Page 4378

23/08/2019

VEOLIA ENVIRONMENTAL

BACS

27/08/2019

BRITISH TELECOMMUNICATIONS D/D

27/08/2019

BRITISH TELECOMMUNICATIONS D/DA

27/08/2019

BRITISH TELECOMMUNICATIONS D/DB

213.42

Purchase Ledger Payment

27/08/2019

THE RIGHT FUELCARD COMPANYD/DD

325.57

DIESEL

28/08/2019

VEOLIA ENVIRONMENTAL

D/DE

336.18

CONTAINER LIFTING JUNE 2019

31/08/2019

BACS B/L Pymnt Page 4391

BACS Pymnt

43,987.66

BACS B/L Pymnt Page 4391

31/08/2019

BACS B/L Pymnt Page 4395

BACS Pymnt

5,915.44

BACS B/L Pymnt Page 4395

Total Payments

67.40

SERVICE CHARGES 01/06 - 30/06

70.23

OFFICE CHARGES UP TO 26/06/19

280.61
20.39

LEASE TRAXTER AUG 2019
CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS
DIESEL
PAYPHONE CHARGES TO 27/08/2019
JOHN THE DRUM SCHOOL 21/07/19

8,395.93

VAT PAYMENT JUNE 2019

19,887.66

BACS B/L Pymnt Page 4376

4,367.02

Purchase Ledger Payment
SERVICE RENTAL SEPT BP19LNN
SALARIES AUGUST 2019

BACS B/L Pymnt Page 4380

90.00

July spinning classes

99.00

Purchase Ledger Payment

105.26

Purchase Ledger Payment

193,194.43

Printed on : 15/10/2019

Page No 1

CHESHAM TOWN COUNCIL YEAR END 31.03.2020

At : 18:00

LLOYDS CUR/CALL A/CS
List of Payments made between 01/09/2019 and 30/09/2019

Date Paid

Payee Name

Cheque Ref

02/09/2019

LLOYDS BANK PLC

D/D

02/09/2019

CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL

D/D

69.00

NON DOMESTIC RATES 2019/2020

02/09/2019

CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL

D/DA

1,424.00

NON DOMESTIC RATES 2019/2020

02/09/2019

CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL

D/DB

1,547.00

NON DOMESTIC RATES 2019/2020

02/09/2019

CHILTERN DISTRICT COUNCIL

D/DC

3,143.00

NON DOMESTIC RATES 2019/2020

02/09/2019

THE RIGHT FUELCARD COMPANYD/DD

82.74

DIESEL

02/09/2019

BRITISH TELECOMMUNICATIONS D/DE

89.28

Purchase Ledger Payment

02/09/2019

BRITISH TELECOMMUNICATIONS D/DF

89.28

Purchase Ledger Payment

02/09/2019

BRITISH TELECOMMUNICATIONS D/DG

89.28

Purchase Ledger Payment

02/09/2019

HITACHI CAPITAL BUSINESS

D/DH

315.60

Purchase Ledger Payment

02/09/2019

PEAC (UK) LIMITED

D/DJ

370.62

LEASE RENTAL TV 01/09-30/11/19

04/09/2019

BRITISH TELECOMMUNICATIONS D/DK

48.49

Purchase Ledger Payment

04/09/2019

LLOYDS BANK PLC

20.80

SERVICE CHARGES 01/07 - 31/07

05/09/2019

BRITISH TELECOMMUNICATIONS D/D

48.49

Purchase Ledger Payment

05/09/2019

BRITISH TELECOMMUNICATIONS D/DA

95.18

Purchase Ledger Payment

06/09/2019

QASER CHAUDHRY

BACS

06/09/2019

SYNCOPATED JAZZ

06/09/2019

BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL

06/09/2019
06/09/2019

PAYMENT

Amount Paid Authorized Ref
4,088.53

Transaction Detail
CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS

647.35

MAYORAL EXPENSES 2019/2020

BACS

300.00

LOWNDES PARK 28/08/2019

BACS

15,297.12

SUPERANNUATION AUG 2019

INLAND REVENUE

BACS

14,591.68

PAYE & NHI

MR T BATEMAN

BACS

75.00

06/09/2019

CASH

27729

157.43

09/09/2019

VIRGIN MEDIA BUSINESS LTD

D/DB

20.39

09/09/2019

THE RIGHT FUELCARD COMPANYD/DC

374.50

09/09/2019

BARCLAYS MERCHANT

D/DD

62.00

10/09/2019

BRITISH TELECOMMUNICATIONS D/DE

129.24

Purchase Ledger Payment

10/09/2019

BARCLAYS MERCHANT

D/DF

286.07

MERCHANT CHARGES AUGUST

10/09/2019

BARCLAYS MERCHANT

D/DG

459.14

MERCHANT CHARGES AUGUST

13/09/2019

STEVE WEBB

BACS

225.00

BROKEN SEALED WINDOW

13/09/2019

MS K VARVERIS

BACS

31.00

13/09/2019

ELEANOR GARDNER

27730

13/09/2019

LLOYDS BANK PLC

D/D

50,945.38

13/09/2019

FIRST DATA EUROPE LIMITED

D/D

31.47

SERVICE CHARGES AUG 2019

13/09/2019

FIRST DATA EUROPE LIMITED

D/DA

226.06

SERVICE CHARGES AUG 2019

16/09/2019

SCOTTISHPOWER ENERGY

D/DB

72.00

Purchase Ledger Payment

16/09/2019

THE RIGHT FUELCARD COMPANYD/DC

78.18

DIESEL

16/09/2019

ARVAL UK LIMITED

D/DD

16/09/2019

PAYTEK ADMINISTRATION

D/D

16.80

SERVICE CHARGES SEPTEMBER

16/09/2019

PAYTEK ADMINISTRATION

D/DA

18.00

SERVICE CHARGES SEPT 2019

16/09/2019

PAYTEK ADMINISTRATION

D/DB

36.00

SERVICE CHARGES SEPTEMBER

20/09/2019

BACS B/L Pymnt Page 4403

BACS Pymnt

20/09/2019

ALHALAL

27731

100.00

20/09/2019

CASH

27732

76.09

20/09/2019

HITACHI CAPITAL BUSINESS

D/D

23/09/2019
25/09/2019

100.00

387.68

21,998.07

BROKEN CAR WINDOW
POOL PETTY CASH
PAYPHONE CHARGES TO 27/09/19
DIESEL & MONTHLY CHARGES
MERCHANT CHARGES AUG 2019

REFUND ELGIVA TICKETS
COMPENSATION LOWNDES PARK
SALARIES SEPTEMBER 2019

SERVICE RENTAL BP19LNN OCT

BACS B/L Pymnt Page 4403
PEACE DAY CATERING ELGIVA
POOL PETTY CASH

374.40

LEASE RENTAL TRAXTER SEPT 2019

THE RIGHT FUELCARD COMPANYD/DA

156.56

DIESEL

TOTAL GAS & POWER

D/DB

110.91

CHARGES UP TO 31/08/2019

25/09/2019

TOTAL GAS & POWER

D/DC

1,481.41

CHARGES UP TO 31/08/2019

26/09/2019

BACS B/L Pymnt Page 4413

BACS Pymnt

42,606.12

BACS B/L Pymnt Page 4413
Continued on Page 2

Printed on : 15/10/2019

CHESHAM TOWN COUNCIL YEAR END 31.03.2020

At : 18:00

Page No 2

LLOYDS CUR/CALL A/CS
List of Payments made between 01/09/2019 and 30/09/2019

Date Paid

Payee Name

Cheque Ref

30/09/2019

BACS B/L Pymnt Page 4417

BACS Pymnt

30/09/2019

VEOLIA ENVIRONMENTAL

D/D

30/09/2019

THE RIGHT FUELCARD COMPANYD/DA

30/09/2019

PUBLIC WORKS LOAN BOARD

D/DB
Total Payments

Amount Paid Authorized Ref
8,392.58

Transaction Detail
BACS B/L Pymnt Page 4417

207.81

Purchase Ledger Payment

406.64

Purchase Ledger Payment

4,105.07
176,104.44

PWLB 489353

